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MINUTES OF JULY 21, 2017

The Giles County Electoral Board convened July 21, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. with Chair Zack Thompson calling the meeting to order.  Also present were Rebecca Hughes, Vice-Chair, Nancy Rader, Secretary, and Donna Altizer, Registrar.  

Ms. Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes of June 14, 2017 and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous, 3-0.

New Business

Mrs. Altizer, Registrar, recently received a request for information regarding voting in the schools from School Board Chairman, Eric Gentry.  Mrs. Altizer requested information from other localities that use schools as polling places.  Responses were received from 33 counties/cities within the state.  It appeared that most all worked well for November elections but not for other elections.  As directed, Mrs. Altizer had approached principals at both Giles and Narrows High Schools in 2015 to determine if that might be an option.  Because school calendars were “set”, both principals as well as the School Superintendent indicated that was not possible at the time.  At the present rate of postage, a mailing to all voters reflecting a change of polling place would cost approximately $5,537.  The distance of travel for some voters would also be an issue, with some having to travel as much as 36 miles round-trip to vote.  Mr. Thompson suggested that the Registrar speak with Chris McKlarney, County Administrator, to get an idea of the direction the county would like to take regarding this matter.  If necessary, a meeting with the members of the Electoral Board and Board of Supervisors could be arranged. At the present time, the members of the Electoral Board do not feel that this would be a cost-cutting measure.

A motion by Ms. Rader was made to appoint Pat Ventry as a new officer of election and seconded by Ms. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously, 3-0.

Ms. Hughes made a motion to use Optical Scan ballots for the November 7, 2017 election; second was by Ms. Rader.  Approval of the motion was unanimous, 3-0.

Training for 2017 November election will be held October 26, 2017, at the Senior Center in Pearisburg.

During the meeting, County Attorney Richard Chidester delivered a copy of the court order calling a Special Election to fill the seat for the unexpired term of Mr. Gary Eaton who recently passed away.  Deadline to file for this special election will be Friday, August 18, 2017, by 5:00 p.m. with 125 qualifying signatures required.




Executive Session

Mr. Thompson moved to go into Executive Session as permitted by § 2.2-3711 A (1) Personnel of the Code of Virginia.  Ms. Hughes seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 3-0 as follows:  Voting Yes:  Ms. Hughes, Ms. Rader and Mr. Thompson.

Ms. Hughes moved to reconvene in open session and certified that in the closed session nothing was discussed except the matters (1) specifically identified in the motion to convene in closed session and (2) lawfully permitted to be discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act cited in that motion.  Ms. Rader seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 3-0 as follows:  Voting Yes:  Ms. Hughes, Ms. Rader and Mr. Thompson. 

The next meeting of the Giles County Electoral Board is scheduled for Thursday, September 7th at 10:00 a.m.

Mr. Thompson moved to adjourn at 12:55 p.m. and Ms. Hughes seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,



Nancy M. Rader
Secretary




