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Introductio n 
Giles County, befittingly known as Virginiaõs Mountain Playground, is endowed with spectacular 

natural beauty and surrounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains. Thirty-seven miles of the New River 

meanders through many scenic routes and historic towns of Giles County. Fifty miles of the 

Appalachian Trail runs across the northern section of the County, featuring many popular mountain 

scenery viewpoints. Within its boundary there are three beautiful waterfalls: Mill Creek, Dismal, and 

the Cascades. The Cascades Fall is considered one of the most scenic waterfalls in Virginia that attracts 

more than 100,000 visitors each year. There are vast areas of land within Giles County that are under 

conservation due to the presence of the Jefferson National Forest and the Mountain Lake conservancy.  

Giles County is located in southwest portion of Virginia. It is bounded by Craig County to the east, 

to the south by Pulaski County and Montgomery County, to the west by Bland County and to the 

north by the State of West Virginia. Giles County has five incorporated towns: Glen Lyn, Narrows, 

Pearisburg, Pembroke and Rich Creek. The total area of Giles County is approximately 362 square 

miles of which 354 square miles is unincorporated area. The population of Giles County as per the 

2010 census is 17,286. 

 The major roadway in Giles County is U.S 460, which runs from southeast to northwest, entering 

Giles County from Montgomery County in the southeastern part and exiting the County into West 

Virginia at Glen Lyn. It intersects with SR 42 at Newport and connects to SR 100 near Pearisburg. 

 



 

P A G E |  2 

 Figure 1: Giles County Location 
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 Figure 2: Giles County Roadways 
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Giles County History  

The first recorded expedition in the area of what is now Giles County dates back to the year 1671 

when the explorers Batts and Fallan journeyed as far west to what is now known as Narrows. This 

was the only recorded expedition until 1749, when Doctor Thomas Walker and party, working for the 

Loyal Company (a land company), entered the area. Besides naming many of the geologic features that 

he encountered (e.g., Big and Little Walker Creeks), Dr. Walker's descriptions of the best land 

obtainable determined the sites for the earliest settlements and stimulated great interest in the region. 

Another expedition, headed by Christopher Gist, began in 1750. Gist was employed by the Ohio 

Company, another land development enterprise, to survey the area to prepare maps from which actual 

grants could be made. 

The early settlers were principally of English, Scotch, Irish, and German descent. In the spring of 1749, 

Adam Harman and his two sons moved to the present site of Eggleston and established the first 

permanent settlement in what is now Giles County. Giles County was formally established on January 

6, 1806, granted under an act of the Virginia General Assembly entitled, "An Act Forming a New 

County Out of Certain Parts of Montgomery, Monroe and Tazewell Counties". The new county was 

named after William B. Giles, a member of Congress and later Governor of Virginia. Giles County 

originally comprised a territory of about 100 miles in length and 30 miles in width, giving it an area of 

approximately 3,000 square miles. However, its boundary lines have been changed four times since 

then. The present land area is 362 square miles.  
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Purpose of the Comprehensive Plan  

The Comprehensive Plan is a policy document that provides direction for an orderly and harmonious 

physical, social, environmental and economic development of an area that reflects the communityõs 

decisions to promote public health, safety and general welfare. It contains descriptions of existing 

conditions, identification of issues and future needs, and articulations of community values as goals, 

objectives and policies. These serve as guidelines for local government to implement regulations, 

develop new regulations, amend existing regulations, initiate new programs and continue existing 

services. The document has been organized such that the policies section is followed by the supporting 

documents, which contain the data and analysis so that it can be easy to use. It  is also worth noting 

that the Comprehensive Plan is general in nature and is used as a policy document to guide local 

government and is not considered a regulation. 

Statutory Requirements  

Chapter 22 of the Virginia Code requires that each Virginia locality prepare a comprehensive plan and 

review it at least once every five years. It states that municipalities are vested with powers to plan for 

the future development of the community. The local planning commission is task with preparing and 

recommending the comprehensive plan for approval. In the preparation of the plan the planning 

commission is required to utilize comprehensive surveys and studies of existing conditions, trends of 

growth, and requirements of the probable future. 

Giles County Government  

The Giles County Board of Supervisors is comprised of five-member, elected from three districts, 

with two supervisors elected at large. They set the overall policies and appoints a county administrator 

who is given administrative powers to carry out the policies of the board and executing decisions. 

There are five elected Constitutional officers in Giles County:  Circuit Court Clerk (or Clerk of Court), 

Commissioner of Revenue, Commonwealthõs Attorney, Sheriff and Treasurer 

 The Towns of Pearisburg, Pembroke, Narrows, Rich Creek, and Glen Lyn have mayor-council forms 

of government employing town managers as administrators of the towns' policies, who serve at the 

pleasure of their respective councils. 

Giles County began preparing plans in 1979 under the guidelines of the Stateõs Local Government 

Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act of 1975. This Act was amended in 

1985, which contained detailed requirements for the preparation of comprehensive plans. The Act 

also recognizes that planning is a continuous and ongoing process and local governments need to 

periodically evaluate their comprehensive plans. 
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Plan Process and Format  

The Planning Commission through inputs at their regular monthly meetings prepared the 

Comprehensive Plan and recommended it to the Giles County Board of Supervisors for adoption.  

Figure 2: Comprehensive Plan Process 

 

A community-wide assessment was conducted by examining data, trends, development patterns and 

reviewing other existing documents. This helped in identifying issues and challenges, needs and 

opportunities, and highlighting areas that need special planning strategies. Some important issues 

were also identified by County Staff. The County encouraged public participation through surveys, 

open house and public hearings. To meet the objectives stated in the State Code the County divided 

their comprehensive plan into ten elements.  

Figure 3: Comprehensive Plan Key Elements 
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The goals, objectives, policies and strategies (GOPS), for each element was developed to respond to 

the needs, address key issues and challenges and to reflect Countyõs desires and local initiatives. The 

County strives to encourage economic growth, and to protect the natural and historic assets and other 

attractions to enhance the communityõs quality of life. The combination of the natural settings of Giles 

County, economic development opportunities, access to regional markets, and proximity to 

internationally renowned higher education institutions makes it one of the best places in southwest 

Virginia to live, work and play. 

  

The Plan is organized into the following chapters: 

CHAPTER 1: General Introduction - Sets the context and structure of 

the entire Plan. 

CHAPTER 2: Key Findings and Trends, and Key Priorities 

CHAPTER 3: Implementation and Evaluation 

CHAPTER 4: Goals, Objectives, Policies and Strategies (GOPS) 

CHAPTER 5: Supporting Data and Analysis - Complete data, specific 

information, maps, tables, figures and other 

background information used for the comprehensive 

planning process. 
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Key Findings and Trends 

Giles County Demographics  and Population Changes  

Giles County has seen slight fluctuation in population, both increase and decrease, since 1990. In 1990, 

the population as per the US Census was 16,366. In 2000 it increased slightly by 1.78% to 16,657. The 

population of Giles County in 2010 was 17,286, an increase of 3.78%. 

2016 estimates provided by the Weldon Cooper Center (shown in Table 2) indicates that there has 

been a 1.5% decrease in population. The population projections by the Weldon Cooper Center are 

shown in Table 3. These projections also indicate that Giles County will see a 1.33% increase in 2020 

and a 0.09% decrease in population in 2030. 

Table 1: Giles County Population from 1960 to 2010 

Giles County Population from 1960 to 2010 

Locality 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Giles County 17,219 16,741 17,810 16,366 16,657 17,286 

Percent 
Change 

  1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000 2000-2010 

  -2.78 % 6.39 % -8.11 % 1.78 % 3.78 % 

Source: U.S. Census 

Table 2: Giles County Population Estimate 

Giles County Population Estimate 

Locality 
April 1, 2010 

Census 
July 1, 2016 
Estimate 

Change since 2010 Census 

Numeric Change Percent Change 

Giles County 17,286 17,024 -262 -1.5% 

Source: Weldon Cooper Center 
 

Table 3: Population Projection 

 Population Projection 

 2020 2030 2040 

Giles County 17051 17277 17261 

Percent Change 
  

  

2020-2030 2030-2040 

1.33 % -0.09 % 

Source: Weldon Cooper Center 
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Economic development  

Employment 

Historically the economy of Giles County has been mostly tied to manufacturing, but losses in some 

major employment sectors has negatively impacted the County. The employment sectors that 

currently provide the highest number of county employment include manufacturing, retail, health and 

social services, and education.  Figure 4 (below) identifies employment by industry sectors. 

Figure 4: Employment by Industry Sector 

Source: U.S. Census 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5- Year Estimate 
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Income 

Giles County saw a significant decrease in per capita income from $28,350 in 2009 to $20,985 in 2010, 

as shown in the following figures. There has been a steady increase since 2010, but the County has 

not recovered to the same income level of 2009.  

Figure 5: Giles County Per Capita Income 

 

Source: U.S. Census 

Unemployment 

The average unemployment rate in Giles County significantly increased from 5.4% in 2008, to 9.1% 

in 2009. The unemployment rate change may have been largely attributed to the 2007-2009 recession. 

Similar increases were also experienced by the surrounding NRV localities and the state of Virginia, 

as shown in the unemployment charts below. Regional unemployment data (please refer to Economic 

Data Analysis in Page 70) also indicates that the rate has been slowly decreasing from 9.6% in 2010, 

to 5.1 % in 2015, as shown below in figures below.  
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Figure 6: Average Unemployment Rate in Giles County and Virginia 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

 

Figure 7: Average Unemployment Rate in New River Valley Region 

 

0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

Average Unemployment Rate (%)
Giles County and Virginia

Giles

Virginia

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

Average Unemployment Rate (%)
New River Valley Region

Floyd

Giles

Montgomery

Pulaski

Radford



 

P A G E |  12 

Future Land Uses 

The future land uses in Giles County are classified into eight categories: agricultural, conservation, 

residential, business, industrial, historic preservation and transitional. The land use classifications are 

proposed land use patterns for the County which are summarized in Table 4 and shown in Figure 8. 

Agriculture has the highest acreage with 132,600.16 acres, which is approximately 60% of all lands in 

Giles County. The next largest land use designation is Conservation, which is approximately 82,177.71 

acres. The Commercial use category is 450.28 acres, with approximately 0.20% of total area. The 

County designated 2,422.91 acres, about 1.10%, as Industrial, 2,453.67 acres as Residential and 391.63 

acres as Solid Waste Management land use category. Historic Preservation areas are located 

throughout the County. This designation comes from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

(DHR) and allows for the conservation of significant historic structures, landmarks, and properties. 

Transitional Land Uses represent places in the County that contain a mix of uses and are located 

between two more defined districts. There are two general transitional districts located throughout the 

County: Commercial-Industrial and Commercial-Residential. 

Table 4: Giles County Future Land Use 

Giles County Future Land Use 

Future Land Use 

Categories 

Acres % of Total 

Area 

Agricultural 132600.16 60.14% 

Commercial 450.28 0.20% 

Conservation 82177.71 37.27% 

Industrial 2422.91 1.10% 

Residential 2453.67 1.11% 

Solid Waste Management 391.63 0.18% 
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Figure 8: Acreages of different Land Use in Giles County 

 

Housing  

In Giles County, the projected number of households in 2040 will decrease slightly due to decline in 

population. Between 2011 and 2015 the number of households in Giles County was 7,230. The 

number of future households will determine the number of units needed for these households. Based 

on these projections no additional units will be required in Giles County. 

Table 5: Projected Housing Need 

Projected Housing Need 

 
2020 2030 2040 

Giles County Population Projection 17,051 17,277 17,261 

Average Household size 2.32 2.32 2.32 

Number of Households 7,350 7,447 7,440 

Total Housing Need 7,350 7,447 7,440 

Source: U.S. Census and Weldon Cooper Center 
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Age of Housing 

As shown in Table 6, 39 % of the Countyõs housing stock was built before 1959. By 2020, 67% of the 

housing stock will be 50 years of age or older and by 2040, 90% of the existing housing stock will be 

more than 50 years old. Older housing units need to be adequately maintained to avoid severe 

problems and blight. Older housing stock which accounts for about 40 % of the housing in Giles are 

most likely to be high in energy consumption depending on the type of construction and its 

maintenance. It may be important to encourage and provide incentives to homeowners to make energy 

retrofit and updates to their homes for energy savings and improve energy efficiency 

Though population projection does not warrant new housing units, the age of the housing stock may 

create a demand for new housing construction in the future.  

Table 6. Age of Housing Units in Giles County 

Age of Housing Units in Giles County 

Year Built Housing 

Units 

Cumulative 

Units 

Age as 

of 2015 

Age as 

of 2020 

Age as 

of 2030 

Age as 

of 2040 

% 

Units 

Built  

Cumulative 

% 

Built 2010 to 2015 72 8327 5 10 20 30 1% 100% 

Built 2000 to 2009 775 8255 15 20 30 40 9% 99% 

Built 1990 to 1999 963 7480 25 30 40 50 12% 90% 

Built 1980 to 1989 952 6517 35 40 50 60 11% 78% 

Built 1970 to 1979 1212 5565 45 50 60 70 15% 67% 

Built 1960 to 1969 1137 4353 55 60 70 80 14% 52% 

Built 1950 to 1959 1004 3216 65 70 80 90 12% 39% 

Built 1940 to 1949 1193 2212 75 80 90 100 14% 27% 

Built 1939 or earlier 1019 1019 76 81 91 101 12% 12% 

Source: 2010-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Figure 9: Percentage of Units Built 

 

 

Figure 10: Cumulative Percentage of Units Built 
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Transportation  

The New River Valley Long Range Transportation Plan has identified needs in Giles County. A list 

of recommendations was compiled based on input contributed by local officials, technical staff, and 

public input. A number of the improvement projects listed in the plan will address geometric 

deficiencies and safety concerns. However, two projects identified in the plan relate to higher 

classification roadways. These projects are capacity projects and they are listed below: 

1. VA 100 (Wysor Hwy.) from Pulaski Co. Line to VA 692: Mid-term improve roadway to 

address safety issues; Long-term widen to four-lane roadway with median. 

2. VA 100 from 8.2 Mi. S. of US 460 to Pulaski Co. Line: Mid-term improve roadway to address 

safety issues. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation has identified in their Six Year Improvement Plan some 

significant   transportation projects within Giles County. These projects are as follows: 

1. UPC 89655 ð Route 673 Bridge Replacement over Wolf Creek 

2. UPC 90091 ð Route 670 Bridge Replacement over Big Walker Creek (Str. ID 08471) 

3. UPC 107051 ð Route 100 Safety Improvements 

4. UPC 110615 ð Deck Overlay on Route 460 over New River (Str. ID 08376) 

Key Priorities 
Some of the major priorities that emerged during this update process are listed below: 

¶ Preserve and enhance the quality of life of county citizens 

¶ Encourage economic development in desired areas 

¶ Continue to promote Giles County as a tourism destination as an economic strategy 

¶ Develop a framework to allow for different land use concepts to be incoporated in the 

Future Land Use Map. 

¶ Pursue partnerships to create opportunities for local youth 

¶ Provide adequate protection to envrionmentally sensitive areas 

¶ Promote safe and efficient transportation network to serve the residents, visitors and 

movement of goods 

¶ Coordinate transportation planning with land use for economic development 

¶ Ensure protection and preservation of natural and historic resources  

¶ Strenghten partnerships and increase coordination with federal, state, regional and local 

entities 
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Implementation and Evaluation 
The comprehensive plan must also identify implementation program, activities and regulations to 

advance the goals and objectives of the plan. A list of some of the ways to implement the 

comprehensive plan is provided below: 

1. Regulations: The comprehensive plan forms the basis of establishing land use regulation, 

amendments to such regulations, and enforcement to meet its goals.   

¶ Zoning Ordinance 

¶ Zoning Map 

¶ Subdivision Ordinance 

¶ Building Codes 

¶ Small Area or Neighborhood Plans 

¶ Redevelopment and revitalization plan and programs 

2. Financial mechanisms: The comprehensive plan help guide prioritization of capital projects 

and develop the Capital Improvements program 

3. Grants and other Funding Programs 

¶ Pursue state and federal funding for community programs and transportation 

improvements 

¶ Community Service grant programs 

4. Partnerships with private sector, institutions, public and non-profit entities 

5. Public education outreach 

Implementing this comprehensive plan will continue to keep Giles County on a desired path. This is 

a living document and amendments based on continuous evaluation, assessment of the achievement 

of objectives and incorporation of new initiatives will make the plan flexible and responsive to new 

information and changes to keep it current and adapt to changing situations.   
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Future Land Use and Development  Patterns 

Objective 1: The County will identify appropriate and 
adequate land for different types of uses to meet 
the physical, social, cultural, and economic 
needs of present and future residents, while 
maintaining, protecting and enhancing the 
quality of the natural and man-made 
environment. 

Policy 1.1: Utilize applicable planning, legislative, and implementation tools to 

achieve desirable growth and to ensure protection of the 
environment.  

Strategy 1.1.1: Continue to review and update the County Zoning Ordinance to maintain 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and adopt new techniques and best 
practices as appropriate or needed.  

Policy 1.2:  Encourage growth and development within existing or desired 

growth areas with access to public water and sewer.  

Strategy 1.2.1: Maintain the designation of the Pembroke-Newport section of the County as 
growth area. 

Strategy 1.2.2: The County will conduct studies for areas that are experiencing growth or that 
have a potential for growth, promote development and reuse, and to develop 
specific land use strategies such as the Pembroke ð Big Stony Creek Road. 

Strategy 1.2.3: Adjust the land use where current use is no longer appropriate due to changing 
conditions and demands. 

Goal: Giles County desires to direct its growth to suitable 
areas, in a manner compatible with preserving the 
natural environment, ensuring the provision of 
services, and protecting both natural and man-made 
elements. 
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Policy 1.1: Utilize applicable planning, legislative, and implementation tools to 

achieve desirable growth and to ensure protection of the 
environment.  

Strategy 1.1.1:  Continue to review and update the County Zoning Ordinance to maintain 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and adopt new techniques and best 
practices as appropriate or needed.  

Policy 1.2: Encourage growth and development within existing or desired 

growth areas with access to public water and sewer.  

Strategy 1.2.1: Maintain the designation of the Pembroke-Newport section of the County as 
growth area. 

Strategy 1.2.2: The County will conduct studies for areas that are experiencing growth or that 
have a potential for growth, promote development and reuse, and to develop 
specific land use strategies such as the Pembroke ð Big Stony Creek Road. 

Strategy 1.2.3: Adjust the land use where current use is no longer appropriate due to changing 
conditions and demands. 

Policy 1.3: The County will develop special area plans to guide regulation and 

land use decisions in areas with unique character and needs by 
utilizing planning techniques such as overlay and mixed-use zoning 
district to allow special districts such as village centers, 
neighborhood mixed use, commercial mixed use, light industrial 
mixed use and Tourism Development Zone Overlay districts. 

Strategy 1.3.1: Amend the Future Land Use Map to identify specific areas, including but not 
limited to the areas listed below: 

1. White Gate Village  

2. Newport Village  

3. Eggleston Village 

4. Newport-Pembroke Entrance Corridor: This area will encompass those 
properties abutting State Route 460 in Giles County, between the town 
boundary of Pembroke and the boundary of Montgomery County.  

5. Staffordsville- Pearisburg Entrance Corridor: This area will encompass 
those properties abutting State Route 100 in Giles County, from the 
town boundary of Pearisburg to the intersection of SR 100 and SR 811.    



 

P A G E |  22 

Strategy 1.3.2 New development within specific areas which abuts US 460, State Route 42 
and State Route 100 will be evaluated to verify compliance with VDOT Access 
Management Regulations (24VAC30-73) and to ensure that development 
does not negatively impact safety, efficiency, or aesthetics of the major roadways 
it abuts. 

Policy 1.4: Encourage retention of open space and scenic vistas. 

Strategy 1.4.1: Protect ridgelines and other scenic vistas by supporting conservation easements 
in areas identified as conservation on the Future Land Use Map. 

Strategy 1.4.2: The County will develop strategies and incentives to help preserve prime 
farmlands and active farms. 

Strategy 1.4.3: Identify on the Giles County Future Land Use Map recommended conservation 
areas based on scenic vista criteria and encourage landowners within these areas 
to protect the scenic and environmental quality. 

Policy 1.5: Develop an open space and recreation plan in accordance with 

guidelines prepared by the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation.  

Policy 1.6: The County will identify, inventory and define environmentally 

critical areas to be preserved by acquisition and/or regulation.  

Strategy 1.6.1 Develop a list of incompatible uses within such areas. 

Policy 1.7: Ensure that residential development densities are compatible with 

utility and road capacities and improvements plans for the County.  

Strategy 1.7.1: Maintain minimum lot size requirement of 1 acre in the zoning ordinance for 
areas not served by public water/sewer. 

Strategy 1.7.2: Promote higher density residential uses in village centers, neighborhood mixed-
use areas, and areas currently served by public utilities. 

Policy 1.8: Protect established residential neighborhoods from intrusion of 

incompatible uses.  

Strategy 1.8.1: Establish requirements for buffers and/or screening to provide for the 
separation of uses and minimize adverse impacts. 



 

P A G E |  23 

Strategy 1.8.2: Rely on neighborhood-based organizations or groups as a means of encouraging 
existing property owners to define their own geographic areas.  Revise zoning 
ordinance to recognize neighborhood character. 

Policy 1. 9: Ensure adequate lands are available for future commercial 

development. 

Strategy 1.9.1: Designate commercial land use in the Future Land Use Map to areas suitable 
for commercial uses.  

Strategy 1.9.2: Negative impacts of commercial land uses on environmentally sensitive areas 
will be minimized. 

Policy 1.10: Preserve designated industrial lands for industrial uses, especially 

those near substantial public infrastructure (roadways, rail, water, 
sewer, broadband, etc.) 

Policy 1.11: Guide and encourage development through the Countyõs capital 

facilities program and service provision. 

Policy 1.12: Continue to implement Section 3-10 of the Giles County 

Subdivision Ordinance which prohibits sinkhole dumps and sets 
forth requirements for uses and development in the vicinity of 
sinkhole and other karst features. The County will rely on the 
expertise of the Department of Conservation and Recreationõs 
Division of Natural Heritage for the evaluation and identification 
of these areas when necessary.  

Policy 1.13: Protect the quality of life of County citizens through proper and 

responsible siting of public facilities and prevent indiscriminate 
placement of waste management facilities. 

Strategy 1.13.1: Maintain permit process for waste management facility placement. Also, 
continue enforcement of the zoning ordinance which guides the placement of waste 
management facilities (i.e. recycling, junk yards, and landfill facilities). 

Strategy 1.13.2: Encourage the location of waste management facilities to areas where impacts 
may be sufficiently mitigated. 
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Policy 1.14: The County promotes the location of communication towers, 

facilities and supporting infrastructure to serve the community with 
the latest wireless broadband technology, while encouraging their 
location and construction to minimize visual impact on the area to 
the greatest extent possible.  This may include strategies to use 
paint colors on towers which blend with the 
surroundings, appropriate tower heights and collocation of 
equipment on existing towers or utility infrastructure that 
accomplish both limited visual impact and improved quality 
wireless services. 

Policy 1.15: Promote the redevelopment of downtown areas within the towns 

for economic revitalization.  

Strategy 1.15.1: Support the townsõ revitalization efforts to assure developments are attractive to 
economic development prospects. 

 



 

P A G E |  25 

 
Figure 11: Giles County Future Land Use 
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Figure 12: Land Use Concept Plan 

 



 

P A G E |  27 

 

  

ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

GILES COUNTY  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  



 

P A G E |  28 

Econo mic Development  

Objective 1:  Promote new initiatives and adopt plans that 
will attract high quality employers and new 
investments and retain and support existing 
businesses. 

Policy 1.1: Giles County will promote the recruitment and expansion of 

targeted industries that are high skill and/ or high wage, that will 
contribute to economic diversity of the County. These industries 
include but are not limited to education, healthcare, manufacturing, 
professional services and technology. 

Policy 1.2: Maintain and enhance the quality of life of County residents by 

creating a high quality and friendly economic environment that will 
increase job opportunities. 

Strategy 1.2.1:  Encourage the support of governmental cooperation on service delivery, planning 
and problem solving. 

Strategy 1.2.2: Collaboration and partnership with State Education Department and related 
organizations to provide education and training. 

Strategy 1.2.3: The County will continue to prepare long range plans, maintain land uses and 
zoning regulations that will facilitate economic development. 

Policy 1.3: Encourage and promote broadband and mobile broadband 

services provision and expansion throughout the County. 

Policy 1.4:  Collaborate with public, private and regional partners to identify 

and develop broadband and mobile broadband initiatives in the 
County and the New River Valley. 

Goal: Encourage and enhance economic success in the 

County to achieve and maintain a healthy, sustainable 

and diverse economy. 
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Policy 1.5: Sites that are considered to be prime industrial sites due to their 

easy access to infrastructure, services and labor will be encouraged 
for industrial uses. The identification and location of industrial sites 
will take into consideration its compatibility to surrounding uses 
including but not limited to noise, traffic, dust, smoke, odors, 
vibrations and hours of operation.  

Strategy 1.5.1:  Continue Site Survey Program through the Countyõs Industrial Development 
Authority and Industrial Development Commission, in conjunction with the 
New River Valley Regional Commission to identify potential future industrial 
sites in the County that are in conformity with the Comprehensive Plan.  

Strategy 1.5.2:  Continue to encourage and assist with the development of the Wheatland Eco 
Park as endorsed by the County IDA. 

Strategy 1.5.3:  Continue to support and participate in Celanese Corporationõs Planning 
Initiative as outlined by the EPAõs Resource Conservation and Reclamation 
Act.  

Policy 1.6: Promote and encourage commercial and industrial development to 

locate within existing Industrial areas and Industrial parks. 

Strategy 1.6.1: Establish regulations and/or programs that will allow flexibility to allow for 
approval of developments. 

Strategy 1.6.2: Explore economic incentives from Virginia Jobs Investment Program, Virginia 
Economic Development Partnership and other entities for future businesses. 

Policy 1.7: Encourage and protect agriculture as a viable economic use of Giles 

Countyõs land.  

Strategy 1.7.1: Explore opportunities and develop incentives to encourage biomass energy 
projects. 

Strategy:1.7.2: Establish an Agriculture Development Board (ADB) to support and enhance 
agribusiness and agritourism in Giles County. 

Strategy 1.7.3: Support the development of programs that assist farmers with finding markets 
for their agricultural goods, including but not limited to farm to institution 
programs, agritourism, online store front, partnerships between growers to meet 
larger commercial distribution needs, and farmers market. 
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Policy 1.8:  Promote economic development at a variety of locations 

throughout the County.  

Strategy 1.8.1:  Facilitate a broad range of commercial and industrial development including 
tourism, retirement, and high-tech industries.  

Policy 1.9:  Continue to encourage new and expanded commercial and industrial activities 

which will increase and diversify the Countyõs economic base. 

Strategy 1.9.1:  Continue to promote increased wages and more job training opportunities for 
the residents of the County. 

Strategy 1.9.2:  Continue to encourage diverse employment opportunities within the 
industrial/commercial sectors. 

Strategy 1.9.3:  Continue to develop partnerships with local higher education institutions which 
expand their involvement in the development of industrial/commercial 
enterprises within the County. 

Policy 1.10: Direct commercial and industrial development to areas that already 

have necessary infrastructure. 

Strategy 1.10.1:  Prepare an inventory of industrial and commercial development 
sites which are ready for fast track construction. 

Policy 1.11: Promote economic development in desired areas by providing 

needed infrastructure.  

Policy 1.12: Provide adequate water and sewer service for current and potential 

industrial sites. 

Strategy 1.12.1:  Continue to extend existing water and sewer facilities to existing and future 
industrial/ commercial areas and sites. 

Policy 1.13: Promote tourism initiatives that are based on the Countyõs natural, 

ecological, cultural and historic resources, and arts and crafts. 

Strategy 1.13.1: Explore partnership opportunities to promote Giles as a tourism destination. 

Strategy 1.13.2: Coordinate collaborative activities with partners that promote tourism as part 
of the Countyõs economic development efforts. 
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Policy 1.14: The County will enhance tourism attractions by proposing new 

amenities and improving accessibility to existing facilities that will 
generate a return on investment, spending and tourism.  

Policy 1.15: Promote and support efforts to expand lodging facilities and 

encourage more overnight visits. 

Policy 1.16:  Continue to work with regional partners to support marketing and 

large development projects throughout the New River Valley that 
will provide employment opportunities to County residents such as 
the New River Economic Development Authority. 

Strategy 1.16.1:  Continue to participate in regional cooperative marketing and economic 
development ventures.  

Policy 1.17: Maintain partnerships with local chambers of commerce, business 

groups and organizations, and regional and state economic agencies 
to develop and improve programs that recruit and retain businesses 
in Giles County. 

Policy 1.18: Support small businesses by developing economic development 

initiatives. 

Policy 1.19:  Encourage and support the revitalization of the downtown sections 

of the County. 

Strategy 1.19.1:  Jointly with the Towns, support Downtown Revitalization Programs. 

Strategy 1.19.2: Continue to assist downtown businesses in all the towns through economic 
incentives and utilizing partnerships to increase economic opportunities by 
adopting programs such as the Virginia Main Street. 

Policy 1.20: Continue the support and development of new and small 

businesses in the Townsõ downtown centers by fostering County-
Town partnerships and coordinating with other economic 
initiatives. 
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Policy 1.21: Explore the option of County-Towns partnership to coordinate 

marketing, special events and small business assistance services to 
help businesses thrive. 

Policy 1.22:  Maintain and strengthen an economic development promotional 

program for Giles County in conjunction with other Regional and 
State programs. 

Strategy 1.22.1:  Continue to maintain and expand a local economic development promotional 
program for Giles County. 

Strategy 1.22.2:  Support advertising campaigns in cooperation with the New River Valley 
Economic Development Alliance to draw interest from new businesses to 
Giles.  

Strategy 1.22.3:  Support the creation and expansion of local tourism and businesses that 
improve the quality of life and provide improved services locally. 

Policy 1.23: The County, in partnership with the School Board and business 

community, will promote opportunities for youth by identifying 
educational programs and vocational trainings that will emphasize 
skills based on labor marketõs needs. 

  

HOUSING 

 

GILES COUNTY  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  



 

P A G E |  33 

Housing  

Objective 1:  The County will encourage development of 
variety of housing types and affordable housing. 

Policy 1.1: The County will encourage affordable homeownership 

opportunities for all County residents by participating, supporting 
and increasing coordination between private, public and not for 
profit organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, Hammering in 
the Hills, the Indoor Plumbing and Rehabilitation Program and the 
New River Valley HOME Consortium. 

Policy 1.2: Encourage adequate residential living facilities for seniors and 

persons with disabilities. 

Policy 1.3: The County will study examples of other communities and best 

practices to develop incentives and regulations that foster age-
friendly housing. 

Policy 1.4: The County will encourage retrofit and improvements of older 

homes for energy efficiency by exploring grant funding options, 
partnerships and educational outreach. 

Policy 1.5:  The County will assist non-profit and other housing organizations 

that provides rehabilitation assistances and/or homebuyersõ 
educational program workshop to eliminate substandard housing. 

Policy 1.6: The County will develop incentives for development or 

redevelopment of affordable housing. 

Goal: The County will ensure the provision of adequate, safe, 
diverse and affordable housing opportunities for all 
current and future County Residents. 
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Policy 1.7: The County will conduct a housing study to evaluate its housing 

stock and its alignment with different income levels (low, moderate 
and high). The study will capture all aspects of housing issues which 
will include but not limited to determining the need in the area and 
availability of different housing options to match peoplesõ needs 
and preferences. 

Policy 1.8: The County will continue to assess housing needs and provide for 

adequate sites for residential and a mix of housing types to meet 
housing needs. 

Policy 1.9:  The County will encourage housing development in areas where 

there is need and demand by providing infrastructure. 

Policy 1.10:  The County will promote housing projects that utilizes new 

construction technologies and housing designs to be energy 
efficient. 

Policy 1.11: The County will identify housing locations which are historically 

significant. 

Policy 1.12: Sites deemed to be suitable for multi-family development because 

of its demand and proximity to places of employment, shopping 
and recreation will be designated as multi-family use. 

Policy 1.13: The County will explore acquisition and relocation option for those 

properties that experience repetitive and severe flooding with 
assistance from State and Federal government. 
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Natural and Historic Resources  

Objective 1: The County will protect and maintain important 
natural and historic resources where it is 
economically and environmentally feasible. 

Policy 1.1:  Encourage voluntary efforts to preserve maximum amount of 

natural vegetation during siting of development. 

Policy 1.2: Continue the implementation and enforcement of the zoning 

ordinance and other regulations pertaining to the presence of 
natural hazards, viewsheds, air and water resources, energy, slope 
and floodways. 

Strategy .1.2.1: Protect the Countyõs groundwater resource by actively pursuing enforcement 
action against open dumps, particularly those in sinkholes. 

Strategy .1.2.2: Update the zoning ordinance to allow for flexibility in development of land to 
maintain natural character. 

Policy 1.3: Reduce the rate of soil erosion and sedimentation into the Countyõs 

streams, rivers and lakes. 

Strategy 1.3.1: Continue enforcement of the Giles County Erosion and Sediment Control 
Ordinance. 

Policy 1.4: The County will continue to meet and exceed minimum standards 

that protect air quality. 

Strategy 1.4.1: Continue the enforcement of open burning ordinance. 

Goal: To achieve a harmonious relationship between citizens 
and their natural environment. Maintain and protect 
the scenic beauty, and natural and historic resources of 
the County that contributes to the well-being of the 
citizens. 
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Policy 1.5: The County will preserve and protect the natural functions of 

floodplains by implementing regulations to prevent alteration of 
land that could negatively impact these areas. 

Policy 1.6:  The County will continue to participate and coordinate with 

adjacent local governments, and State and Federal agencies to 
address natural hazards through mitigation activities. 

Policy 1.7: Strengthen current civic beautification and litter control programs 

and provide support to existing volunteer programs such as Renew 
the New and support clean up efforts such as River Clean Up and 
Ramps and Roads. 

Strategy 1.7.1: Encourage clubs and civic organizations to adopt roads or streams. 

¶ Continue Public Works transportation of materials picked during clean up.  

¶ Continue organized county wide cleanup days.Policy 1.8: The County 

will identify its historic resources and develop measures to 
protect and preserve them. 

Policy 1.9: The County will promote the protection and preservation of 

natural and historic resources through education and other 
informational programs and tools. 
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Tourism and Recreation  

Objective 1.1:  The County will develop and implement 
strategies to expand tourism facilities. 

Policy 1.1.1: The County will implement the goals of the Tourism Development 

Plan to promote Giles County as a tourism destination through 
events, advertisements, supporting tourism-related businesses and 
other strategies as outlined in the Plan. 

Policy 1.1.2: Establish Tourism Zones to promote tourism related businesses 

and attract economic development and redevelopment. 

Policy 1.1.3: The County will prepare a Conceptual Riverfront Plan that will 

develop a vision for the Countyõs Riverfront areas, provide policy 
guidelines for future planning decisions, and identify key 
development locations and critical infrastructure improvements. 

Policy 1.1.4: The County will pursue cooperation and partnership with Towns, 

Giles County Chamber of Commerce and partners beyond the 
County to support and encourage efforts that will make Giles a 
desirable tourist destination. 

Policy 1.1.5: The County will ensure that public recreation areas are well 

managed. 

Policy 1.1.6: The County will enhance and improve access to waterways within 

the County (i.e. the New River), trail systems and all recreation 
facilities. 

Policy 1.1.7: The County will expand its wayfinding system which includes, but 

not limited to, gateway signs, directional signs, and maps to 
enhance marketing opportunities and connectivity within Giles 
County. 

Goal 1: Promote tourism and recreation opportunities to help 
sustain and broaden the economic base. 
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Policy 1.1.8: Encourage private enterprise to provide tourism related activities 

and infrastructure such as hotels, restaurants, outfitters, etc. 

Policy 1.1.9: The County will continue cooperation and coordination with the 

U.S. Forest Service, Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(VDGIF), Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and other agencies to 
promote usage of public areas and trails. 

Policy 1.1.10: Preserve the County's heritage as illustrated in its historic structures 

and sites as educational tools, recreation areas, and economic 
development tools. 

Policy 1.1.11: Continue cooperation with agencies involved with historic 

preservation. 

Policy 1.1.12: Promote partnerships with private enterprise and/or civic 

organizations to promote heritage tourism through sites, buildings, 
and communities which have historic or picturesque qualities. 

Policy 1.1.13: The County will continue to partner with each town to increase 

accessibility between downtowns and outdoor recreation 
destinations, restore downtown building facades to increase visitor 
appeal, further develop public parks and green spaces, to enhance 
tourism related economy.  
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Objective 2.1:  The County will identify ways to allow for 
appropriate recreational use of natural and 
cultural assets while also providing for their 
protection. 

Policy 2.1.1: Explore innovative methods and partnerships to protect and 

promote the natural assets and river corridor for current and future 
residents and to enhance visitors experience. 

Policy 2.1.2: The County will participate and support efforts by governmental 

and/or private entities to preserve and protect natural areas for 
recreational and cultural purposes.  

  

Goal 2: The County will protect and preserve the water quality 
of the New River watershed, along with all its other 
natural and cultural assets, to maintain the citizenõs 
quality of life and ensure future economic 
opportunities. 
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Infrastructure  

Objective 1: The County will continue to work with the 
Public Service Authority (PSA) and the five 
towns to provide adequate water and sewer 
service to meet current and future demands in 
an effective manner. 

Policy 1.1: The County will coordinate potable water and sanitary sewer 

facilities extensions to areas where operations are feasible and 
efficient. 

Strategy 1.1.1: Extend the provision of sewer service throughout Giles County, where feasible, 
using the New River Valley Regional Wastewater Study as a guide. 

 Policy 1.2: Partner and coordinate with the towns to extend existing water and 

sewer facilities to existing and future designated growth areas and 
areas where existing water and sewage treatment capabilities are in 
need of improvement. 

Policy 1.3: Work with the towns, the Virginia Department of Health, and all 

available state, federal, and regional agencies in formulating a 
program for bringing nonconforming spring-fed public water 
systems up to state and federal standards. 

Policy 1.4: New sewer facilities will be provided to serve areas that are 

identified as growth areas in the Future Land Use section to 
support planned growth. 

Policy 1.5: Examine the possibility of allowing residential septic tank waste to 

discharge into public wastewater treatment facilities. 

Goal: The County will seek to provide the residents and 
businesses in the County with adequate public facilities 
to meet the current and future needs of the county 
residents and to promote economic growth. 
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Policy 1.6: The County will explore options for collection and safe disposal of 

sewage from recreational vehicles. 

Objective 2:   The County will ensure adequate provision for 
solid waste collection, disposal and recycling. 

Policy 2.1: Continue to maintain a safe and efficient solid waste program in 

Giles County. 

Strategy 2.1.1: Implement an efficient solid waste collection program that provides adequate 
service in rural areas and addresses collection of recyclable materials. 

Strategy 2.1.2: Develop ordinances that facilitate waste stream control, provide for reporting of 
recycled material volumes, promote recycling, and facilitate enforcement against 
illegal dumps. 

Strategy 2.1.3: Develop a financial program that is sufficient to cover the operation and long-
term capital requirements of the total waste management system. 

Strategy 2.1.4: Implement strategy that will maintain the mandated recycling rate goal. 

Strategy 2.1.5: Require all County departments and agencies to implement internal recycling 
programs and modify procurement policies to promote the purchase of recycled 
products. 

Strategy 2.1.6: Require that the Giles County vehicle fleet participate in state programs aimed 
at recycling used tires and oil. 

Strategy 2.1.7: Work with the Renew the New Committee along with PSA Recycling 
Coordinator to develop programs that make all County citizens aware of the 
need to recycle and how to recycle. 

Strategy 2.1.8: The County will continue to explore opportunities to expand the recycling 
program. 
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Objective 3: The County will promote and encourage 
provision of other needed facilities or 
infrastructure to give the community a 
competitive advantage and improve the quality 
of life 

Policy 3.1: Support efforts to expand broadband and wireless 

telecommunication services to areas of the County that are not 
served. 

Policy 3.2: Encourage incorporation of broadband infrastructure in new 

developments.  

Policy 3.3:  Support extension of natural gas services countywide. 
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Policy 3.4: Support extension of natural gas services countywide. 
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Transportation  

Objective 1: The County will actively participate and 
cooperate with VDOT in Transportation 
Planning so that an adequate, safe, efficient 
network is maintained. 

Policy 1.1: The County will utilize VDOTõs access management guidelines to 

minimize vehicle conflict points at intersections while at the same 
time allowing reasonable access to the towns, community and area 
businesses. 

Policy 1.2: Giles County is opposed to the construction of Interstate 73 

through Giles County and the Board of Supervisors has passed a 
resolution in opposition to this route. The County encourages 
VDOT to find other acceptable alternatives and recommends the 
following provisions: 

Strategy 1.2.1: If Interstate 73 is constructed through Giles County, then it should be aligned 
with Virginia Highway 100, maintaining Appalachian Regional Commission 
design standards. 

Strategy 1.2.2: If Interstate 73 is aligned on US Highway 460, then it should be maintained 
at ARC design standards, with interchanges at the following locations: 

¶ Rt. 700 

¶ Rt. 730 

¶ The Towns of Pembroke, Pearisburg, Narrows, Rich Creek and Glen Lyn 

¶ Rt. 42 

¶ Major Secondary Routes 

Goal: Promote and encourage a safe, convenient and 
efficient transportation network that serves the needs 
of residents and visitors, and movement of goods. 
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Policy 1.2.3: The County continues to support the completion of the four-lane 

of US Rt. 100 South to the Pulaski County line. 

Objective 2:  The County will ensure that transportation 
planning and decisions are coordinated with land use and 
economic development goals. 

Policy 2.1: The County will continue seeking to upgrade and 

improve secondary roads to meet transportation needs along these 
roads. 

Policy 2.2: The County will continue to support the designation of scenic 

byway for appropriate roads. 

 Policy 2.3: The County will continue to work with VDOT to develop and 

improve Park and Rides in appropriate locations. 

Policy 2.4: The County will evaluate parking needs and develop parking 

facilities and/or management. 

Policy 2.5: The County will explore coordination with private and/or public 

sector to provide parking during high demand season. 

Policy 2.6: The County will expand accessibility to the New River by creating 

a network of walkways and bikeways along the river where feasible. 

Policy 2.7:  The County will support each town and community with 

transportation projects that connect downtowns to outdoor 
recreation anchors, by incorporating appropriate facilities for 
vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists. 

Strategy 2.7.1: The County will evaluate street, bicycle and pedestrian linkages between the 
New River and the Towns and enhance these networks to connect the New 
River to the Towns to improve connectivity between these areas. 
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Objective 3: The County will strive to provide a variety of 
transportation options. 

Policy 3.1: The County will examine ways to provide different transportation 

options to residents and promote alternative modes of 
transportation.   

Strategy 3.1.1: Support regional public transit options, particularly with respect to special 
populations within the County such as the elderly, handicapped, and 
unemployed. 

Strategy 3.1.2: The County will encourage and support passenger rail service to the New River 
Valley. 

Strategy 3.1.3: Develop bicycle and pedestrian facilities where feasible, in conjunction with 
upgrades of existing roads and construction of new roads to enhance bicycling 
and pedestrian environment. 

Strategy 3.1.4: Continue County participation in the New River Valley Airport Commission 
and encourage development of the Airport to serve corporate users and support 
industrial development. 
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Education  

Policy 1: The County will continue to meet and exceed the state and national 

levels of academic achievement.  

Strategy 1.1: All schools will continue to earn their state accreditation. 

Strategy 1.2: Explore the option to raise the salary of teachers to the national average to hire 
and retain high quality teachers. 

Strategy 1.4: Promote staff development program that prepares teachers to become nationally 
certified. 

Policy 2: Continue to improve the quality and diversity of educational classes 

and programs for all students who are either pursuing college or 
jobs.  

Strategy 2.1: Increase the number of college level courses in high school curriculum to help 
better prepare students for the challenges of college.  

Strategy 2.2: Conduct needs assessment to determine our future facility renovation needs, 
including the School Boardõs office. 

Strategy 2.3: School facilities will be properly maintained for maximum efficiency. 

Strategy 2.4: Enrich career counseling services to help students make well informed decisions 
and excel in their pursuits. 

Policy 3: Promote educational and vocational programs in partnerships with 

employers, community and higher education leaders to meet 
evolving needs of industries and businesses. 

Policy 4: Develop programs to attract and retain Giles County graduates to 

the area. 

Goal: Provide opportunity for all students to receive high 
quality education that will encourage and challenge 
them to achieve their best and build a better 
community. 
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Strategy 4.1: Actively recruit Giles County graduates during their high school career and 
upon completion of College, Technical Training or Military Service by: 

Å Incorporation of business partnership agreements and student Scholarships 
which yield full time employment opportunities upon completion of high 
school, technical training or college degree. 

Å Apprenticeship programs incorporated in the Giles Technology Center, 
Giles High School and Narrows High School. 

Å The Development of a combined branch campus with New River 
Community College and the Giles Technology Center. 

Policy 5: Ensure that regardless of age, every citizen in Giles County has an 

equal opportunity to excel in Giles County Schools and their 
programs. 

Strategy 5.1: Develop and implement programs for various age groups to provide support to 
enable them to attain academic achievement. 

Policy 6: Expand and improve communication between parents, teachers, 

administrators, the school board and the superintendent. 

Strategy 6.1: Continue and expand programs to inform all citizens of the achievements and 
offerings of the Giles County School System and vigorously promote the 
importance of educational excellence in today 's society by: 

Å Continuing the personnel selection teams in the   selection   of   all 
professional   and para professional staff members 

Å Employing sufficient   administrative and supervisory staff to   ensure 
compliance with Giles County School Public Schools Mission Statement 

Å Continuing and expanding information about Giles County Schools on the 
Internet (i.e. School division web page, Facebook and Twitter). 
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Policy 7: The County will continue to promote coordination, and sharing of 

data and information with the School Board and all the Towns by 
meeting at least quarterly at the intergovernmental meeting. 

Policy 8: Continue to promote collaborations of professionals, advocates, 

business and community members to improve and expand access 
and affordability to early childhood education. 
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Community Services  

Objective 1: Promote a healthy community by providing 
quality services, developing and maintaining 
ongoing programs, and supporting education 
and outreach programs. 

Policy 1.1: The County will collaborate and cooperate with partner agencies to 

pursue alternative funding and reimbursement to provide needed 
services to the citizens. 

Policy 1.2: The County will collaborate with the County Health Department, 

the New River Community Services, the New River Community 
Services Board and/or other national, state and local agencies to 
better identify and understand health related issues throughout the 
County. 

Policy 1.3: Partner with the NRV Regional Commission and the New River 

Health District to establish an interjurisdictional task force to assess 
and monitor health related issues in both Giles County and the 
New River Valley. 

Policy 1.4: Consider healthcare as a key component in the economic 

development of the county and assist in the development and 
sustainability of needed healthcare facilities. 

Goal:  Preserve and enhance the quality of life of county 
citizens and enhance self-reliance of community 
members by working towards better understanding the 
issues, and increasing accountability and impact by 
becoming consumer focused, data driven, and 
outcome based. 



 

P A G E |  56 

Policy 1.5: Encourage and support the Community Service Programs and 

partner agencies to evaluate the needs of the community, and revise 
and add programs to meet these needs. 

Policy 1.6: Continue to partner and support the New River Health District 

programs and services in promoting public health and education. 

Policy 1.7: The County will continue to utilize technology and data analysis to 

identify the areaõs needs. 

Policy 1.8: The County will continue to develop and encourage volunteer 

opportunities in community projects that promote community 
health. Examples of such programs include renew the new clean-
ups and Ramp-n-Roads. 

Policy 1.9: Explore opportunities to develop public-private partnerships and 

use volunteers to help provide cost effective facilities and services. 

Policy 1.10: The County will continue to support the excellent volunteer 

organizations in the County that are providing services. 

Policy 1.11: Encourage the provision of high quality and timely emergency 

response services to all County residents. 

Strategy 1.11.1: Continue to support fire, rescue and ambulance services.Strategy 1.11.2:

 Encourage the continuance of the Giles County Emergency Services 
Oversight Committee. 

Policy 1.12: The County will coordinate and cooperate with 

other neighboring municipalities to provide effective fire and 
emergency services. 

Policy 1.13: Evaluate with Towns the potential of establishing a Countywide 

library system. 

Policy 1.14: Continue to provide animal control and animal shelter services in 

Giles County. 
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Strategy 1.14.1: Support and encourage the efforts of volunteers and volunteer organizations, 
such as Giles County Animal Rescue, in assisting with care and adoption of 
shelter animals. 

Strategy 1.14.2: Explore feasibility of and funding options for the future improvements to, or 
relocation of, the existing animal shelter facility. 
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Government Administration  

Objective 1: Establish efficient and effective   processes to 
address comprehensive planning, inter-
governmental coordination and citizen services. 

Policy 1.1: Develop procedures for implementing and amending the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Policy 1.2: To keep the Comprehensive Plan current and effective, the County 

will conduct periodic review of the plan, study of current issues and 
will take action when necessary.  

Policy 1.3: Land Use Regulations will be updated and modified to achieve the 

goals of the comprehensive plan, and to address current issues and 
changes. 

Policy 1.4: Amendments to the Zoning Map will be consistent with the 

guidelines of the Comprehensive Plan.  

Policy 1.5: The County will maintain its commitment to providing the highest 

quality of administration and service by addressing deficiencies and 
minimizing disruptions. 

Policy 1.6: Implement procedures to ensure that development proposals are 

coordinated with availability of necessary services at the time of 
issuing development permits.  

Policy 1.7: New developments will be required to connect to water and sewer   

facilities where such services are readily available. 

Goal: The County will strive to provide high quality 
governmental services and efficient local government. 
management. 
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Policy 1.8: County will continue strengthening inter-agency and inter-

department/intra-agency coordination by establishing an annual or 
semi-annual meeting for planning, coordinating and discussing 
items such as outdoor recreation, public services, transportation 
and land use compatibility.  

Policy 1.9: Provide timely and courteous response to citizenõs complaints 

about services and track trends in complaints as to type of service, 
frequency and location. 

Policy 1.10: The County will explore new technology to facilitate better 

dissemination of public information. 

Policy 1.11: Whenever possible, support government service through rate 

structures that allow the service to be self-supporting and the 
beneficiaries of the service bear the cost of service provision. 

Policy 1.12: When allowing federal agencies to make land swaps to correct 

irregular boundaries or tracts, disallow Giles County lands from 
being removed from the tax base. 
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Land Use Data Analysis  

Existing Land Use  
The existing land use inventory was provided by the Countyõs Tax Assessorsõ office. The land use 

codes assigned to each property are categorized as single-family residential (urban), single-family 

residential (suburban), multi-family residential, commercial/industrial, Agricultural /underdeveloped 

(20 acres to 99 acres), Agricultural /underdeveloped (over 99 acres), conservation, exempt and not 

classified. Error! Reference source not found.7 provides the acreage and percent of total area and u

nincorporated area for the various Existing Land Use classifications. 

Table 7: Existing Land Use Classification 

Existing Land Use Classification Total County Area Unincorporated Area 
  Acreage Percentage Acreage Percentage 

Single-family residential (urban) 1,897 0.8% 153 0.1% 

Single-family residential (suburban) 26,892 12.0% 26,490 12.0% 

Multi-family residential 42 0.0% 13 0.0% 

Commercial/Industrial 5,453 2.4% 4,911 2.2% 

Agricultural/underdeveloped (20 acres to 99 
acres) 53,719 23.9% 53,360 24.2% 

Agricultural/underdeveloped (over 99 acres) 63,449 28.2% 63,331 28.7% 

Exempt 2,826 1.3% 2,284 1.0% 

Conservation 66,301 29.5% 66,211 30.0% 

Not Classified 4,021 1.8% 3,835 1.7% 

Zoning Districts 
In Giles County, all lands are classified into zoning districts to regulate land use, size, coverage of lots, 

height, siting of buildings, density and intensity of developments. Table 8 lists all the zoning districts 

within the County and acreage under each zoning district. The patterns on the Future Land Use Map 

very closely resemble the patterns of the zoning districts. 
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Table 8: Giles County Zoning Districts 

Giles County Zoning District  

District  Label Acres % of Total Area 

Agriculture District     

Agricultural and Limited Uses A-1 71,641.98 32.49% 

Rural Residential/Agricultural RRA-1 60,958.19 27.65% 

 132,600.17 60.14% 

Commercial Districts    

Community Center Business B-1 18.93 0.01% 

General Business B-2 180.06 0.08% 

Mixed Business/Residential B-3 251.29 0.11% 

 450.28 0.20% 

Conservation District    

Conservation C-1 82,177.71 37.27% 

Industrial District     

General Industrial I-1 2,306.58 1.05% 

Light Industrial M-1 116.32 0.05% 

 2,422.91 1.10% 

Residential Districts    

Residential Limited R-1 1,924.74 0.87% 

General Residential R-2 212.00 0.10% 

Medium Density Residential R-3 18.05 0.01% 

Planned Development R-4 229.96 0.10% 

Mobile Home MH-1 68.92 0.03% 

 2,453.67 1.11% 

Public District     

Solid Waste Management Facilities SWM-1 391.63 0.002 

No Zoning  4.83 0 
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Figure 13: Giles County Zoning Map 
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Table 9: Matrix of Giles County Future Land Use and Zoning Districts 

 

There is currently only one residential land use category that allows R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 zoning districts which range from low density, 

medium density to high density residential. The County should use three (3) tiers of residential density land use category that could further 

distinguish the different type of densities. 

Rural Residential/Agricultural district appears to be the most predominant residential use. The amount of lands in this district is 

approximately 60,958 acres and represents 27.65 % of all lands within the County (Table 8). According to American Community Survey 2015 

there are total of 8,327 housing units of which 6,434 are single unit detached dwellings, 1,274 mobile homes and the rest multi-dwelling units. 

There is adequate residential land use to accommodate existing and future projected population growth. 

In Giles County, businesses are generally concentrated along the major roads. There have been changes in land uses along major roadways 

and it is recommended that adjustment of the Future Land Use Map is needed to reflect existing conditions and where current use is no 

longer appropriate due to changing conditions and demands. The changes will help guide land use decisions for orderly and quality growth 

and development. 

In the Agriculture district the minimum lot size is 2 acres. From GIS analysis, it was observed that there are 14,945 parcels in Giles County 

out of which approximately 9,931 are less than 2 acres. These lots are predominantly along corridors such as US 460, SR 42, SR 100, SR 61 

and US 219 and in the Eggleston and Newport areas 

Drive-by surveys of Route US 460 indicate that there are many existing commercial and light industrial uses in these areas. These uses were 

observed along US 460 from near the Montgomery County line to Kow Camp Road. The residences along this corridor are located in close 

Giles Future Land Use CategoriesA-1 RRA-1 R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 MH-1 B-1 B-2 B-3 I-1 M-1 C-1 SWM-1

Agricultural

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Conservation

Solid Waste Management

Giles Zoning Districts
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proximity of each other. According to the Future Land Use Map the land use along this stretch of the road is primarily agriculture. From 

GIS analysis, it can be observed that there are 379 parcels along this stretch of road of which approximately are less than or equal to 2 acres. 

Similar survey of portions of SR 100 shows that there are existing commercial and public uses. These uses are located along Route 100 from 

the Pearisburg Town Limit to Propectdale Road. Also, there are 266 parcels within this stretch which are less than or equal to 2 acres. 

Survey of SR 42 heading west towards Craig County shows that there is a mixture of commercial, public and residential uses along this road 

from the intersection of SR 460 to Clover Hollow Road. There are about 58 parcels along this stretch of road with lot sizes ranging from 

0.332 to 69.386 acres and about 44 parcels less than 2 acres. It appears that the area has undergone substantial changes and the future land 

use designation may need to be studied and updated.  

Review and analysis of zoning designations of properties adjacent to the Town of Pembroke, Narrows and Rich Creek indicate that 

commercial and industrial uses are concentrated near the towns.  This analysis was also performed to determine compatibility of uses across 

the county/town boundaries and to identify the compatible and desired future uses in areas adjacent to the Towns. 
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Figure 14: Zoning Districts in Town of Pembroke and adjacent areas 
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Figure 15: Zoning District in Narrows and adjacent areas 
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Figure 16: Zoning Districts in Rich Creek and adjoining areas 












































































































































