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At the recess meeting of the Giles County Board of Supervisors held on Thursday, July 
19, 2018, at 6:30 PM, in the Giles County Administration Office, 315 North Main Street, 
Pearisburg, the following were present unless noted absent:  

 
Jeff Morris      Chair (Central District) 
Richard McCoy    Vice-Chair (At-Large Supervisor) 
Larry Jay Williams    Eastern District 
John C. Lawson, Jr.   Western District  
Paul “Chappy” Baker   At-Large Supervisor  
Chris McKlarney    County Administrator 
Rhonda Tickle     Finance Department 
Richard Chidester    County Attorney 
Missy Bray     Board Secretary 

 
CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION 
 
Mr. Morris called the meeting to order, and Mr. McKlarney offered the invocation and led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Mr. Baker motioned to approve the June 29, 2018, minutes as presented. Mr. 
McCoy seconded the motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Williams 
 
VDOT REPORT 
 
Mr. Anthony Ford reported updates on projects and maintenance and introduced his 
coworker Mr. Paul Brown.  He indicated there had been ditch cleaning and culvert 
installation done on Sinking Creek Road and some potholes and patching done on 
Routes 100, 460, 730, 622, and 670.  Mr. Ford related the first round of secondary 
mowing had been completed and shoulder work was completed on Wolf Creek Road as 
well as a sink hole on Main Street in Pearisburg.  He indicated shoulder work for Big 
Stoney Creek Road and brush cutting on Springdale are both scheduled.  Mr. Ford 
reported pot holes were to be patched within the week on Virginia Heights, brush cutting 
is completed on Route 460, and the work needed on Celestial Heights is scheduled.   
 
Mr. Ford reported he had checked into the delay of the caution lights installation near 
the intersection of Route 460 and Big Stoney Creek Road.  He related the project is part 
of a larger task order and the contractor had been pulled off on different things.  Mr. 
Ford stated the concrete for the signage is expected to be done next week with testing 
to be done on the concrete after it is poured.  He anticipates the project will be done 
within the next three weeks and requested members let him know if no progress is seen 
within the following week.   
 
Mr. Baker reported there had been another accident at the location and reemphasized 
the importance of the caution lights as well as lowering the speed limit in that area to 55 
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miles per hour.  He related brush cutting needs done at the intersection of Hill Street 
and Route 100 and requested the concrete be replaced on Route 460 past the bridge at 
Glen Lyn, indicating the concrete is busting up.   
 
Mr. Lawson commended the work done by local staff regarding a request for shoulder 
work on Old Wolf Creek Road. He inquired about the status of the drainage issue on 
Woodland Street in Rich Creek.  Mr. Ford related the environmental is in process and a 
plan is in place which should alleviate the issues.  Mr. Lawson inquired about the 
emergency crossover in Rich Creek.  Mr. McKlarney explained the main reason for the 
request was due to road closures in the bluffs causing traffic to be rerouted.  Mr. 
Lawson requested work on Penvir Road per requests from residents.  
 
Mr. Williams advised a list is compiled on a monthly basis with requests from members 
and inquired about work needed on River Road.  Mr. Brown related he knew the 
package had gotten to Mr. David Clarke but did not know the current situation.  Mr. 
Williams stated it had been worked out but nothing had been done and requested that 
Mr. Brown check on it.  Mr. Williams related brush cutting is needed on Lyda Lane and 
inquired about the status of the brush cutting contract.  Mr. McKlarney related he had 
not received the agreement back from VDOT.  Mr. Williams reported he had received a 
call from a resident at the intersection of Mill Road and Peck Street where several 
people had been running off the road into his yard due to the shoulder.  He also 
requested an update of funds.  Mr. McKlarney related the TeleFee funds are at $42,888 
and CTB Formula funds are at $223,774 for fiscal year 2019 with TeleFee funds at 
$42,888 and CTB Formula funds at $203,796 for fiscal year 2020.     
 
VDOT SIX YEAR PLAN RESOLUTION 
 
Mr. McKlarney presented the secondary six-year road plan resolution (2018/2019 
through 2023/2024) as presented in the recent public hearing and advised it could be 
approved as presented or with changes.  The plan priorities are as follows:  
 Priority #0:  Countrywide surveying, right of way, guardrail – various countywide 
 Priority #1:  Rural additions 
 Priority #2:  Reconstruct and surface treat Route 673 Penvir Road 
 Priority #3:  Reconstruct bridge – locally administered – Route 673 Penvir Bridge 
 Priority #4:  Reconstruct and surface treat Route 659 Prospectdale Road 
 Priority #5:  Reconstruct and surface treat Route 621 Hiram Jones Road 
 Priority #6:  Reconstruct and surface treat Route 647 Powell Mountain Road 
 
Mr. Williams requested the right of ways be obtained on those roads prior to the projects 
taking place in order to avoid delays.  A copy of the resolution is attached at the end of 
these minutes.  
 
Mr. McCoy motioned to approve the Secondary Six-Year Road Plan Resolution as 
presented. Mr. Baker seconded the motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as 
follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. 
Williams 
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VIRGINIA SMART SCALE FUNDING PROCESS RESOLUTION 
 
Mr. McKlarney presented a resolution authorizing the submittal of the Route 100 HSIP 
application in an attempt to acquire Virginia Smart Scale Funding.  A copy of the 
resolution is attached at the end of these minutes. 
 
Mr. Williams motioned to authorize the submittal of the Route 100 HSIP 
application to acquire Virginia Smart Scale Funding. Mr. Lawson seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Williams 
 
Mr. Rick Shingles inquired what is being done regarding possible road and bridge 
damage from the MVP construction.  Mr. Brown related VDOT staff is going out and 
looking at possible issues.  He stated, when found, the information is provided to the 
district level which communicates the problem to MVP.  Mr. Brown advised MVP has 
been very responsive and is making requested repairs within a week to ten days.  He 
indicated residents seeing any problems can report them to him directly.   
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
Delegate Chris Hurst updated members on items within the legislative arena as related 
to Giles County.  He reported he had attended a legislative retreat with the Sportsmen’s 
Caucus and was having a discussion on where to hold the next one.  He had suggested 
having the next one on the New River and do a float in Giles County. Mr. Hurst 
commended the work done on promoting tourism within the county and related funding 
is being sought to use for unified tourism signage.   
 
Delegate Hurst reported a change in the DMV process where citizens could not get a 
title registration for a vehicle if they have delinquent taxes, which was introduced to him 
by Chief Steve Buckland and Mr. Roger Jones of Rich Creek.  He indicated he had 
received good responses from state treasurers and commissioners.  Mr. Hurst reported 
transport issues received from Chief Buckland in Rich Creek.  He related funds for an 
alternative transport study have been allocated and expects it to be expanded statewide 
with half the demand being taken away by using private transport agencies.   
 
Delegate Hurst informed members of a tax forgiveness bill to attract new businesses to 
the area with incentives already in place by the county. He related Giles is a qualifying 
locality and an RFP process is being developed.  Mr. Hurst stated grant funding is being 
sought for the personal income tax portion of the program.  He also related funds had 
been redistributed in the budget to for teacher raises and an increase is expected for 
the 2019-2020 school year as well.  Mr. Hurst indicated he would like to see more 
funding for schools and teacher raises at the state level, relating the state needs to go 
big and come up with a plan in order to attract and retain teachers.   
 
Delegate Hurst conveyed information about an incentive for broadband expansion for 
last mile coverage. He informed members of downtown revitalization and how they are 
looking to include more projects for rehab and renovations with multiple properties on 
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one project and looking at the current historic tax credits.  Mr. Hurst spoke of the MVP 
work stoppage and related he had talked to MVP about providing better communication 
to localities.  He indicated he would be participating in a conference call with DEQ and 
will provide a briefing to the county.   
 
Mr. Baker requested that Mr. Hurst keep pushing for more funding for teacher raises 
noting he is the person that can help the request move along.  Delegate Hurst stated 
three percent does not feel like a raise with insurance costs and related Virginia is in the 
bottom third on teacher salaries.  He informed members he would like to see a $10,000 
increase for teacher pay in southwest Virginia.  Mr. Hurst related he has frequent 
conversations with Mr. McKlarney, who always speaks to him of the need for teacher 
raises.  He stated road conditions in the area are also a concern noting the state needs 
to make sure infrastructure is where it needs to be.  Mr. Hurst commended the county 
for its innovative programs, local sponsorships and the ability to figure things out on its 
own.   
 
PRESERVE GILES UPDATE 
 
Ms. Nan Grey -  Ms. Grey indicated she is a soil scientist and provided a copy of a 
letter to Governor Northam listing problem soils and stated the problems continue to not 
be addressed by MVP noting the Kimballton area as an example. She related issues 
with the piping to be used in the area indicating the soil will make holes on its own and 
concentrate the flow. Ms. Grey reported MVP was going along 60 miles of the Eastern 
Continental Divide, which was not put in the paperwork.  She related the blasting 
explosives used by MVP have cancer causing ingredients as well as what is used to 
clean it up.  She also related the potential for landslides, noting that where the problems 
occur will be in these soils.  
 
Mr. Russell Chisholm – Mr. Chisholm related he is the vice-coordinator for Preserve 
Giles County and MVP Watch and invited members to come out and participate in the 
monitoring process.  He noted 150 reports had been amassed by landowners and 
related they are all uploaded to the New River Geographic website with information 
being added daily.  Mr. Chisholm informed members of upcoming webinar training by 
Trout Unlimited relating to E&S best management practices.  He reported unattended 
sites left burning with slash piles that had either reignited or left smoldering.  Mr. 
Williams inquired how many DEQ inspectors were in the county.  Mr. David Walker 
related there are three inspectors for every 100 miles of pipeline, and Mr. Chisholm 
stated DEQ is receiving reports of the findings.   
 
Mr. David Walker – Mr. Walker stated if DEQ inspectors are in the area they are most 
likely not going to the remote areas where contractors are less likely to follow 
guidelines.  He related he would like to see a burn ban as things have gotten worse with 
the fires with stumps and roots dug out of the ground, which will smolder for days. Mr. 
Walker informed members a P250 pump with a 300-gallon water tank would be pumped 
dry in 1 minute and 10 seconds noting the tank would not do much to help.   He 
recommended instilling a burn ban if responsible burning was not practiced.  Mr. Walker 
reported pipeline trucks running off the road and drivers oblivious to traffic laws 
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recommending they be put on notice and road checks be put in place.  He stated the 
county did not have to wait for a recommendation from the forest service to instill a burn 
ban.   
 
Mr. Rick Shingles – Mr. Shingles related his is a coordinator for Preserve Giles and 
Mountain Valley Watch. He inquired about the work being done along Route 42 which 
will cause road closure and noted residents will have trouble getting out because of it.  
Mr. McKlarney reported there would be no lane closures during the Newport Agricultural 
Fair and was told it would only be a couple of days where traffic was detoured onto 
Zales Mill Road. He indicated MCP would be keeping one lane open on the other days 
and a request for more information had been sent to Precision Pipeline.  Mr. Shingles 
stated rerouting the traffic onto Cover Hollow and Zales Mill would not work due to them 
being narrow and curvy.  Mr. Williams related the Salem office reported the location 
might be drilled and the decision to close the road is not yet final.  Ms. Grey stated MVP 
is not allowed to drill in karst.  Mr. Shingles related information regarding drone flights 
performed by the group and reported a ridge through Newport where mud could come 
down either side due to no E&S controls.  He indicated there are other places where 
there is no pretense of putting in controls and related he would be in on the upcoming 
conference call with DEQ.   
 
Ms. Donna Pitt – Ms. Pitt related MVP was asked to add odorant to the gas in the 
pipeline and requested that members demand the odorant be added.  She indicated the 
residents would not be able to smell a leak if it is not added and related a new pipeline 
in West Virginia had leaked due to a landslide.  Ms. Pitt reported MVP had routinely 
refused to add the odorant and there was no excuse for them not to add it to the gas.  
Mr. McKlarney explained the Board had requested the odorant be added and provided a 
copy of the response from MVP.  Ms. Pitt related the ash from the burning has been so 
thick people were having to wear masks to breath with reports made to the health 
department as well as DEQ. She reported burning taking place on property where the 
landowner had a lease requiring chipping but was ignored by the workers. Mr. 
McKlarney requested the name and address of the landowner.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Patricia Tibbs – Ms. Tibbs thanked members for the compensation committee 
meetings to try to work toward a plan on school salaries.  She related, as a veteran 
teacher, she is concerned about her VRS as every year they do not get a raise affects 
her retirement. Ms. Tibbs stated she realizes the funds come from the General 
Assembly to the locality and spoke of the three percent raise supposedly coming in 
January. She noted they had been told the same thing about a raise from the state 
before which never happened.   
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
PILT CLASS ACTION  
 
Mr. Chidester advised the PILT class action lawsuit is pending approval. He explained 
there would be no cost to the county to opt in and the maximum expected settlement to 
the county would be approximately $10,000.  Mr. Chidester provided background 
information to members as to how the lawsuit came about.   
 
Mr. Baker made a motion authorizing Mr. Chidester to submit the PILT class 
action lawsuit paperwork on behalf of the county. Mr. Lawson seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Williams 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
NEW RIVER VALLEY PASSENGER RAIL 2020 
 
Mr. Ed Lawhorn presented information on the efforts to expand Amtrak passenger rail 
service into the New River Valley.  He related information such as goals, background, 
success of the Lynchburg and Roanoke stations, and local efforts including bipartisan 
representation.  Mr. Lawhorn spoke of milestones, market demand and operational 
studies as well as a location study.  He indicated the study found the location would be 
best suited in Christiansburg near the Aquatic Center with a ten-acre site.  Mr. Lawhorn 
outlined the next steps of the plan and what people can do to help the effort.  He invited 
members to attend a legislative reception to be held in September.   
 
REASSESSMENT 
 
Mr. McKlarney informed members it is going in to the fourth year since the last 
reassessment.  He indicated the Board could vote to extend to five or six years 
according to state regulation being the population is less than 50,000 and 
recommended a five-year extension.   
 
Mr. Williams made a motion to extend the reassessment to five years. Mr. Baker 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. 
Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Williams 
 
Members discussed previous assessment values and the need to get a request for 
proposal out in the near future.  Mr. Williams suggested the possibility of hiring an 
appraiser.  Mr. McKlarney stated he will discuss that option with the Commissioner.  
 
PUBLIC-PRIVATE EDUCATION FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE ACT (PPEA) 
 
Mr. McKlarney presented policy regarding the Public-Private Education Facilities and 
Infrastructure Act.  He related he had received a lot of interest from local providers 
regarding the lack of broadband in the outlying areas of the county, and the study with 
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CIT was nearing its end.  Mr. McKlarney explained the policy being in place would allow 
for public-private partnerships where grant funds could be used to help private 
companies come in and expand broadband service.   
 
Mr. Williams made a motion to approve the PPEA Policy as presented. Mr. McCoy 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. 
Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Williams 
 
 
PAYMENT OF WARRANTS  
 
Mr. Baker motioned to approve warrants in the amount of $1,179,238.54.  Mr. 
Williams seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 5-0 as follows:  
Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. Williams  
 
SCHOOL BOARD APPROPRIATIONS  
 
Mr. Baker motioned to approve $2,369,951.67 for August 2018 School Board 
Appropriations and Mr. Williams seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
5-0 as follows:  Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. 
Williams 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES APPROPRIATIONS 
 
Mr. Williams motioned to approve $250,000 for Social Services for August 2018. 
Mr. Baker seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 5-0 as follows:  
Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. Williams 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mr. McCoy motioned to go into executive session as permitted by Virginia Code 
2.2-3711 A (1) Personnel and (7) Legal Counsel.  Mr. Baker seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved 5-0 as follows:  
Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. Williams 
 
Mr. McCoy motioned to return to open session and he certified that in the closed 
session just concluded, nothing was discussed except the matter or matters (1) 
specifically identified in the motion to convene in closed session and (2) lawfully 
permitted to be discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information act cited in that motion. Mr. Baker seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved 5-0 as follows:  
Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. Williams 
 
TRANSFERS AND SUPPLEMENTS 
 
Ms. Tickle presented information to members regarding subsidies on Castle Rock and 
the Giles County Wellness Center for the 2018 fiscal year.  She indicated the subsidy 
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for Castle Rock was down to $102,375, which is a decrease of over $40,000 from the 
previous year and expects it to be even lower next year.  Ms. Tickle related the subsidy 
for the Wellness Center is $62,704, which is an increase but the revenues coming in are 
steady.  Mr. McKlarney indicated there were several improvements made to the center 
during the year.   
 
Ms. Tickle presented the final supplements for fiscal year 2018 in the amount of 
$268,183.39.  She gave details of line items and explanations for the need.  A copy of 
the supplements is attached at the end of these minutes.  
 
Mr. McCoy made a motion to approve fiscal year 2018 budget supplements in the 
amount of $268,183.39.  Mr. Baker seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. 
Morris and Mr. Williams 
 
Ms. Tickle presented information on budget transfers for fiscal year 2018 in the amount 
of $98,113.81 with a net change of $0.  A copy of the transfers is attached at the end of 
these minutes.  
 
Mr. McCoy made a motion to approve fiscal year 2018 budget transfers in the 
amount of $98,113.81 with a net change of $0.  Mr. Baker seconded the motion.  
The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. 
McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. Williams 
 
Ms. Tickle presented a school supplement for fiscal year 2019 in the amount of 
$13,077.  She indicated the grant would be used to purchase and install 25-person stop 
the bleed kits at 7 sites with the grant provided through NRA Foundation.  A copy of the 
supplements is attached at the end of these minutes.  
 
Mr. McCoy made a motion to approve a FY 2019 school supplement in the amount 
of $13,077. Mr. Baker seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 5-0 as 
follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. 
Williams 
 
FERC LETTER 
 
Mr. McCoy made a motion to approve a letter be written to FERC in opposition of 
expanded pipeline construction hours. Mr. Baker seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. 
McCoy, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Williams 
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TREASURER’S BUDGET 
 
Mr. McCoy made a motion approving the finance department to subsidize the 
Treasurer’s budget for DMV stops and out of line item expenses normally covered 
by the Department of Motor Vehicles in the amount of approximately $16,000 to 
$20,000 to be completed by the end of the fiscal year. Mr. Baker seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Lawson, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Morris and Mr. Williams 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mr. McKlarney informed members the river clean-up would be held on August 25, 2018, 
beginning at 8:30 AM.  He related registration would be at Camp Success and the clean 
up would be from Celanese Bridge to Glen Lyn.  He invited members to attend.  
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next Board of Supervisors 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 1, 2018, at 3:00 PM. The meeting will be 
held at the Giles County Administration Office located at 315 North Main Street, 
Pearisburg.   
        
 
 

 
APPROVED: 

         
          

______________________________ 
 Chair 

 
ATTEST: 
         
          
______________________________ 
Clerk 
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