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MINUTES OF MARCH 26, 2019

The Giles County Electoral Board was called to order by Chairman Zack Thompson, on Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at 10:06 a.m. for the purpose of Board Reorganization and other matters to come before board.  All Electoral Board members were present:  Mr. Zachary Thompson, Chair; Ms. Bekki Hughes, Vice-Chair; and Ms. Nancy Rader, Secretary, in addition to the General Registrar, Donna Altizer.  

Ms. Hughes made motion to approve minutes from November 7th, November 9th, and February 5th, seconded by Mr. Thompson and approved unanimously.  Mr. Thompson then noticed an item missing from the minutes of February 5th and asked that they be amended.  Ms. Hughes moved to amend minutes to include training of Officers of Election and additional training of Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs for 2019 Elections.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Thompson and approved unanimously (3-0).

New Business

1. Reorganization – Ms. Hughes moved to retain the current organization of the Electoral Board:  Chair – Zachary Thompson, Vice-Chair – Bekki Hughes, and Secretary – Nancy Rader.  Ms. Rader seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously (3-0).

2. Ms. Hughes brought to Board’s attention the training of officers, chiefs and assistant chiefs from Montgomery County.  She explained that this would be done, if approved, no more than 30 days prior to election, with separate training for Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs.  Ms. Hughes suggested a notebook be prepared for chiefs and assistant chiefs and the Registrar would continue training as normally done prior to election.  Mr. Thompson asked the Registrar to go through documents from Montgomery County and see which training pertains to Giles County.  Mr. Thompson also suggested that Ms. Hughes and the Registrar work on this project together.

Executive Session

Mr. Thompson moved to go into Executive Session as permitted by § 2.2-3711 A (1) Personnel of the Code of Virginia.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Hughes and approved unanimously.  Voting Yes:  Ms. Hughes, Ms. Rader and Mr. Thompson.  

Ms. Rader moved to return to open session and certified that in the closed session nothing was discussed except the matters (1) specifically identified in the motion to convene in closed session and (2) lawfully permitted to be discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act cited in that motion.  Ms. Hughes seconded the motion and it was approved 3-0 as follows:  Voting Yes:  Ms. Hughes, Ms. Rader and Mr. Thompson. 




New Business, continued

3. USBs have been received from PrintElect for the purpose of ballot image retention for federal elections.

4. Contracts with polling locations are all in order.

5. VEBA Conference at the Homestead was discussed.  The new chair of our district caucus is from Waynesboro.  A meeting has been scheduled for November 16, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. in Staunton, to discuss cyber security issues and Matt Moran from Homeland Security will speak.  Topics will be 2020 election preparedness and security plans.

6. An in-depth IT survey from the Department of Elections was sent to the General Registrar.  The survey was forwarded to Jamie Snider, IT for Giles County, for completion.

7. Mr. Thompson briefly discussed campaign finance training he had recently attended in Christiansburg.

8. The No-Excuse Voting legislation was discussed.  State Board projects that between 30-60% of voters will vote early.  Registrar suggested using at least 3 Officers of Election for Early Voting (2 officers for checking in voters and 1 ballot officer).  The Registrar suggested using handheld scanners for use with the electronic pollbooks.  She also plans to order optical scan ballots equal to 110% of number of registered voters.

9. The Registrar stated she would be in Salem the first week of April for certification classes to become a Virginia Registered Election Official.

10. The Registrar’s appointment is up June 30, 2019.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 16, 2019, at 10:00.

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Thompson at 11:27, seconded by Ms. Rader, and approved unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,



Nancy M. Rader



