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At the closeout meeting of the Giles County Board of Supervisors held on Monday, June 
29, 2020, at 5:00 PM, in the Giles County Administration Office, 315 North Main Street, 
Pearisburg, the following were present unless noted absent:  

 
Richard McCoy    Chair (At-Large Supervisor) 
John C. Lawson, Jr.   Vice-Chair (Western District)  
Jeff Morris      Central District 
Perry Martin    Eastern District  
Paul “Chappy” Baker   At-Large Supervisor - Absent  
Chris McKlarney    County Administrator 
Catherine Ballard     Finance Director  
Richard Chidester    County Attorney 
Missy Bray     Board Secretary 

 
CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION 
 
Mr. McCoy called the meeting to order, and Mr. McKlarney offered the invocation and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Mr. Morris motioned to approve the June 18, 2020, minutes as presented. Mr. 
Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 
Mr. McKlarney reported there had been $146,000 in gift cards purchased, which has 
almost used up the county and town contributions.  He requested the program cease on 
July 1, 2020.   
 
Mr. Lawson made a motion to end the gift card program on July 1, 2020. Mr. 
Morris seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
GLEN LYN FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Mr. McKlarney stated he had been contacted by the Glen Lyn Fire Department in regard 
to ambulance operations.  They had reported all requirements had been met in order to 
be certified with the exception of a letter from the county.  He indicated they would not 
be running first call in Rich Creek; they would only be running first call in Glen Lyn and 
would be back up for the remainder of the county.   
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Mr. Lawson made a motion submit a letter on behalf of the Glen Lyn Fire 
Department to operate an ambulance service contingent upon all requirements 
being met. Mr. Morris seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-0 as 
follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  
Mr. Baker 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2021 BUDGET 
 
Mr. McKlarney stated there had been a public hearing on the budget at the previous 
meeting, and the overall budget was at $53,363,193 for revenues and expenditures. He 
recommended approval of the budget as well as the budget ordinance. A copy of the 
ordinance is attached at the end of these minutes.   
 
Mr. Morris made a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2021 budget as presented. 
Mr. Martin seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
Mr. Lawson made a motion to approve the ordinance for the Fiscal Year 2021 
budget as presented. Mr. Morris seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
4-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; 
Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
EGGLESTON BOAT LANDING 
 
Mr. McKlarney related he had received a request from Ms. Ann Geotte and others to put 
a memorial to Ms. Trish Muldoon at the Eggleston boat landing as well as look at getting 
a statue of Mary Draper Ingles.  He advised, if approved, the group would send 
donations to the county, which would be held until the purchase was ready to be made; 
and the group would be responsible for maintenance of the memorial.  Mr. McKlarney 
stated a large rock was currently at the location and could be used to mount a memorial 
plaque.  
 
Mr. Martin moved to approve the group to purchase and install a memorial to Ms. 
Trish Muldoon at the Eggleston boat landing.  Mr. Morris seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. 
McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
Mr. McKlarney reported the boat ramp was complete and paving was wrapping up.  He 
noted the hard work of various employees on the project and indicated more was spent 
on the paving than was originally anticipated.  However, he related the project is well 
under budget.   
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TAYLOR REQUEST 
 
Mr. McKlarney reported Ms. Cora Taylor had contacted him to request use of the parcel 
above the hospital for her church to hold an event to honor and recognize first 
responders and police officers.  He advised the event would be held prior to the 
fireworks on July 3rd.  Members discussed parking, and Mr. McKlarney indicated people 
would be told to stay in or around their vehicles during the fireworks, adding a logistic 
meeting would be held the next day.   
 
Mr. Morris motioned to approve the use of the parcel by Ms. Taylor as requested. 
Mr. Martin seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
PAYMENT OF WARRANTS  
 
Ms. Ballard advised the warrants were higher than usual due to debt service, a server 
replacement, equipment for deputies and prepayments for utilities used in the month of 
June.  Members discussed departmental budgets.  
 
Mr. Morris motioned to approve warrants in the amount of $2,211,098.18. Mr. 
Lawson seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
SCHOOL BOARD APPROPRIATIONS  
 
Mr. Morris made a two-part motion to allocate adequate funding to the school 
system to cover personnel costs, and to allocate the remainder of the School 
Board request contingent upon receipt of financial information previously 
requested. Mr. Lawson seconded the motion.  
 
Discussion:  Mr. Martin inquired if the capital would carry over.  Mr. McCoy advised the 
Board wants to make sure people get paid, but the questions previously asked had not 
been answered.   
 
The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. 
McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
SUPPLEMENTS AND TRANSFERS 
 
Ms. Ballard presented supplements and transfers for FY 2020.  She explained the 
supplement for the Ag Lab was due to an incorrect number previously provided.  A copy 
of these supplements and transfers is attached at the end of these minutes.  
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Mr. Morris made a motion to approve supplements for FY 2020 in the amount of 
$316,784.25.  Mr. Lawson seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 4-0 as 
follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  
Mr. Baker 
 
Mr. Morris made a motion to approve transfers for FY 2020 in the amount of 
$148,009.79 with a net amount of $0.  Mr. Lawson seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. 
McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
NEWPORT REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Martin made a request in the amount of $3,000 for the Newport Park overseen by 
the Ruritan Club and $1,000 for the library at the Newport Community Center. He added 
the rationale for it was there are other organizations that have funds allocated in the 
budget, so he would like to provide some now that fund raisers have been put to a halt 
by the pandemic.  Mr. Morris advised each member received $8,000 each year in rec 
money, and generally that is where this type of request would be funded. Members 
discussed the aspects of rec funds and options of how to use them.  Mr. McKlarney 
related all the rec funds in the Eastern District had been spent prior to Mr. Martin 
coming on the Board, and he had advised him it would be the best approach to use 
funds in this fiscal year.  Mr. McCoy stated he had no problem with it, but members 
need to remember there are others that do not get allocated funds each year.  
 
Mr. Lawson made a motion to approve a $3,000 to the Ruritan Club for the park 
and a one-time payment of $1,000 to the Newport Library.  Mr. Martin seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, 
Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
WESTERN DISTRICT REC FUNDS CARRYOVER REQUEST 
 
Mr. Lawson made a motion to approve the carryover of Western District rec funds 
from FY 2020 to FY 2021 in the amount of $22,000.  Mr. Martin seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. 
Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
 
Mr. Lawson updated members on the Narrows Splash Pad project, noting the town had 
come to an agreement with SplashPads USA, and they intend to start construction 
soon.  
 
JUMPSTART PITCH NIGHT  
 
Mr. McKlarney announced the Giles Jumpstart Pitch Night at Mountain Lake had been 
rescheduled to July 21st beginning at 6:30 PM and invited members to attend.   
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JULY 4TH PARADE 
 
Mr. Martin announced the Newport July 4th parade would be held and invited members 
to attend.   
 
RECESS 
 
Mr. McCoy called a recess until the start of the public hearings.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
DHCD GRANT FUNDING APPLICATIONS FOR COVID-19 RELIEF EFFORTS 
 
Mr. McCoy reconvened the meeting and opened the public hearing. Mr. McKlarney 
stated the public hearing was being held for the application process of DHCD for $1.8 
million in relation to funding for COVID-19 relief efforts, for which the county would act 
as fiscal agent. He summarized the plans for a Small Business Recovery assistance 
grant, which would be a jump start type program with up to $15,000 in assistance per 
business throughout four counties.   Mr. McKlarney advised there was still a lot of work 
to be done to develop it, and DHCD seemed favorable of the concept.   
 
Mr. McKlarney reported another grant being sought through DHCD funding is for 
$300,000 to be used on a Business Continuity Team, which would fully fund the 
program for one year.  He indicated he had received no questions or comments on the 
public hearings.   
 
Mr. Lawson inquired if the surrounding counties were aware of the application and were 
on board with it.  Mr. McKlarney advised they were in favor of the program.  Mr. Martin 
inquired about how the funds could be used and if it could be retroactive on something a 
small business had done, such as outside seating, in regard to COVID.  Mr. McKlarney 
explained the funds could be used for COVID related actions such as cleaning, 
supplies, installation of barriers, as well as other things and could potentially be used for 
something like outside seating expansion.  
 
Mr. McCoy asked for any other questions or comments.  Hearing none, he closed the 
public hearing.  
 
REGULAR MEETING 

Mr. Morris made a motion to cancel the regular July meeting on July 1, 2020.  Mr. 
Lawson seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 4-0 as follows: Voting 
Yes:  Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Absent:  Mr. Baker 
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ADJOURN 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next Board of Supervisors 
meeting will be held on Thursday, July 16, 2020, beginning at 6:30 PM. The meeting will 
be held at the Giles County Administration Office located at 315 North Main Street, 
Pearisburg.   
        

 
 
APPROVED: 

         
          

______________________________ 
 Chair 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
         
          
______________________________ 
Clerk 
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