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At the regular meeting of the Giles County Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday,
October 7, 2020, at 3:00 PM in the Giles County Administration Office, located at 315
North Main Street, Pearisburg, the following were present unless noted absent.
Richard McCoy
John C. Lawson, Jr.
Jeff Morris
Perry Martin
Paul “Chappy” Baker
Chris McKlarney
Catherine Ballard
Richard Chidester
Missy Bray

Chair (At-Large Supervisor)
Vice-Chair (Western District)
Central District
Eastern District
At-Large Supervisor
County Administrator
Finance Director
County Attorney
Board Secretary

CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION
Mr. McCoy called the meeting to order, and Mr. McKlarney offered the invocation and
led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Baker motioned to approve the September 17, 2020, min utes as presented.
Mr. Morris seconded the motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting
Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
VDOT REPORT
Mr. David Clarke reported maintenance performed by VDOT staff. He related brush
cutting on Bear Springs, Arch Eaton and Brickyard Road, as well as pipes and/or
drainage work on Camp Meeting, Gravely Hill and Piney Mountain Road. He also
related work done on a sink hole along Wolf Creek Road and provided information on
the tanker fire on Route 460.
Mr. Baker reported water running down onto the Perkins property at Mutter Lane, and
the water issue at the Albert property on Penvir Road still needs to be addressed. He
requested that VDOT look at extending state maintenance on Avery Road and laying
some type of surface treatment. Mr. Morris advised there are a lot of brush problems
everywhere in the county and stated VDOT did a good job on the back roads. Mr.
Lawson expressed thanks for the trees being cut on Route 460 at the future crossover.
Mr. Martin stated the mowing on the back roads is very good and reported a damaged
foot bridge with the sidewalk collapsed in Newport. He advised the route has a number
of walkers and requested repair. Mr. Clarke related the bridge had been reported to the
bridge office, but it is not in their inventory. However, the bridge is on a VDOT right of
way; and he is looking for a way to rebuild it. Mr. Clarke advised there would need to be
engineering approved and indicated it would be a lengthy process. He could not
provide an estimated timeline. Mr. Martin inquired about a reopening date for Winding
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Way Drive. Mr. Clarke reported the slope has stabilized, and it is easier to keep the
road closed to all traffic than trying to keep trucks off of it. He advised he has a weekly
call on the issue, and a Geotech firm came in to do an extensive study, adding the
timeframe is uncertain. Mr. Martin requested dust control on Orchard Hill Drive and
reiterated his request for safety funds to do some work on Hiram Jones Road. Mr.
McKlarney expressed thanks to VDOT for cutting the trees for the future crossover and
their help with the tanker fire on Route 460.
Mr. Bryan Reed reported the VDOT office is getting push from the Central Office for
abandonment versus discontinuance. He requested to draft a letter for the Board’s
support of discontinuance as opposed to abandonment. Members concurred.
Mr. Reed presented a resolution in support of submitting smart scale applications for
use on the two-lane section of Route 100 for $460,000 and the intersection of Route
460 and Cascade Drive for $4.8 million. He advised the applications are being
reviewed currently by the Central Office. A copy of the resolution is attached at the end
of these minutes.
Mr. Baker made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. Mr. Morris
seconded the motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr.
Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
Dr. Arbogast updated the board on current enrollments. He stated there are currently
2,241 students, which is a decrease of 3 from last month and a decrease of 72 from the
same time last year. He reported there are 672 attending school as full-time virtual
students. Dr. Arbogast advised there would be a School Board work session the
following day, and they would be working on getting information on increasing numbers
of students in attendance. He indicated the Board would be discussing grade levels
and increasing the days of in school attendance.
Mr. Martin related he had heard concerns from teachers, who stated they would
consider leaving if students were brought back into the schools four days per week. Dr.
Arbogast related the School Board had conducted a survey of the teachers, staff and
parents. Mr. McCoy indicated there are a number of schools in the surrounding areas
that have reentered the schools, and he hopes the need of the students will weigh into
the decision.
Mr. Lawson inquired about the status of the hotspots. Dr. Arbogast advised staff
continues to work on getting them out to students and is also working on Verizon
alternatives for those not able to connect with T-Mobile.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Robert Mullins - Mr. Mullins spoke of the change in zoning in the Midway area for
Mr. Smith; adding that except for a few spots right on Route 219, the subdivision is
zoned as RRA-1. He indicated Mr. Smith had purchased a partial lot and started using
it to put miscellaneous materials on and since had to clean it up and requested a
conditional use permit. Mr. Mullins stated the approval of the permit would set a
precedent and urged members to vote against the change.
Ms. Connie Turner – Ms. Turner read a letter from Mr. John Stafford, which was also
sent to Mr. Lawson stating his opposition to the conditional use permit. Mr. Stafford
related in his letter how hard the community had worked for residential zoning status,
and he wondered why zoning is bothered with if it can just be disregarded.
Mr. Randy Morrison - Mr. Morrison disputed Ms. Smith’s comment from the public
hearing that they had purchased the land from Mr. Larry Mitchell, and felt that Mr.
Ronnie Mitchell had been taken advantage of. Mr. Morrison indicated the lot would be
10 feet from Mr. Stafford’s house, and is not going to get better. He related Mr.
Stafford’s property assessment value had been dropped due to the lot, and it has gotten
way out of hand. Mr. Morrison stated the people there do not want the lot used for
storage, and only want residential.
OLD BUSINESS
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
Mr. John Ross presented a recommendation from the Planning Commission, after
consideration of Section 802.04-5, for the approval of the issuance of a Conditional Use
Permit pursuant to Sections 802.04 and 603.03-18 of the Giles County Zoning
Ordinance to allow for a “Contractor Storage Yard” for a contracting business. The
parcel of land associated with this request is owned by Kenneth or Natasha Smith, is
identified specifically as tax parcel 13A-2-43, and is located between 130 and 140
Pinehurst Avenue, Narrows, Virginia in the Midway Community. The property is in the
RRA-1 (Rural Residential and Agriculture) Zoning District. Conditions placed upon this
recommendation are as follows:
1) Only one completely enclosed structure is permitted. This structure must meet all
applicable setbacks for a principle/main structure (35’ front, 15’ side, 25’ rear, 35’
maximum height).
2) A fenced storage area, not to exceed 30’ by 40’, is permitted. The fence shall be a
minimum of 6’ in height and shall provide adequate screening to obstruct public view
of equipment and materials stored inside this area.
3) Storage of equipment and materials is only permitted inside the fenced area or the
enclosed structure. No equipment or materials may be stored in public view.
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Mr. Ross provided a copy of an email from Mr. Pennington and noted comments made
therein. Mr. Ross and members reviewed the evaluation criteria for conditional uses in
Section 802.04-5, A through E. Regarding 802.04-5 (E), he noted Policy 1.8 of the Giles
County Comprehensive Plan, which protects established residential neighborhoods
from intrusion of incompatible uses. Mr. Ross also reviewed Strategy 1.8.1, which
establishes requirements for buffers and/or screening to provide for the separation of
uses and minimize adverse impacts as a means of achieving the goal stated in Policy
1.8.
Mr. Baker made a motion to approve the conditional use permit with conditions
set forth as recommended by the Planning Commission. Mr. Morris seconded the
motion.
Discussion: Mr. McCoy inquired if members would be willing to set a one-year review
period for the property to ensure guidance is being followed. Mr. Baker inquired if a
condition could be set to in order to make sure the backhoe bucket cannot be seen. A
member of the audience stated the backhoe would be over six feet in height if it is
loaded on a trailer. Mr. Baker expressed he would like to stay with the Planning
Commission’s recommendation with a review period added.
Mr. Baker made a motion to revise his prior motion to approve the conditional use
permit with conditions set forth as recommended by the Planning Commission
with an addition of a one-year review period to ensure guidelines are being
followed. Mr. Morris seconded the motion. The motion was approved 3-2 as
follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris; Voting No: Mr. Lawson
and Mr. Martin
NEW BUSINESS
TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX
Mr. Chidester related issues with short-term rentals within the county, noting there are
some that are not paying the required transient occupancy tax. He named various
online sites where people can rent such as Airbnb and VRBO and advised there is not a
good way to track rentals. Mr. Chidester stated the county is losing money on the
rentals and provided information on two options of tracking the rentals, with one being
Host Compliance and the other being Airbnb. He recommended a letter be sent to the
state legislature to recommend such online rental sites be required to collect and submit
local transient occupancy tax as well. Mr. Chidester related Host Compliance would do
a free evaluation, which might give the county an idea of the number of short-term
rentals, but there was still a question of cost effectiveness. Members discussed the
current ordinance as well as options and issues. Members tabled the discussion and
requested additional information on the matter.
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BUSINESS RESILIENCY GRANT POLICIES
Mr. McKlarney advised there are two policies required for the business resiliency grant
through DHCD. The first policy was for a business and employment plan and the
second was for non-discrimination. He outlined both policies and recommended
approval. A copy of the policies are attached at the end of these minutes.
Mr. Lawson made a motion to approve business and employment plan policy for
the business resiliency grant as presented. Mr. Martin seconded the motion. The
motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
Mr. Martin made a motion to approve non-discrimination policy for the business
resiliency grant as presented. Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was
approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr.
McCoy and Mr. Morris
FLAP GRANT
Mr. McKlarney provided information regarding a Federal Lands Access Program grant
(FLAP) to be utilized for potential hiking trail expansion. He outlined the proposed
budget and emphasized the project would take a significant amount of time if approved.
Mr. McKlarney related information on planning, design and environmental requirements
and requested authorization to apply for $1,515,000 in grant funding. He indicated the
application would be due by October 15, 2020, and there should be enough funding
from other funding sources to use for match. He expects a February 2021 review date.
Mr. Baker made a motion to approve application for Federal Lands Access
Program funds in the amount of $1,515,000. Mr. Morris seconded the motion.
The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
VJCCCA FUNDS
Mr. McKlarney presented a request from the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice to
allow for the return of unspent Fiscal Year 2020 VJCCCA funds in the amount of
$8,908.00.
Mr. Baker made a motion to approve the return of $8,908.00 to VJCCCA as
requested. Mr. Morris seconded the motion.
Discussion: Mr. McCoy related he could not believe there was not a need for this
funding in the county. Mr. Chidester advised many of the state agencies have not been
doing much due to COVID office closures.

October 7, 2020

225

The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
PEMBROKE CHRISTMAS PARADE STREET CLOSURE
Mr. McKlarney presented a request from the Town of Pembroke for street closures
during the annual Christmas Parade.
Mr. Baker motioned to approve street closures in Pembroke on December 5, 2020,
in order to hold the annual Christmas Parade. Mr. Martin seconded the motion.
The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
OCTOBER RECESS MEETING
Mr. Morris made a motion to move the October recess meeting to October 22,
2020. Mr. Baker seconded the motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows:
Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mr. McKlarney announced VDOT staff has cut the tress for the Route 460 crossover
and a preconstruction meeting will be held soon in order to start the process. He also
announced the Public Works employees are working on pouring concrete for the
foundation of the tower in the White Gate area.
PAYMENT OF WARRANTS
Mr. Baker motioned to approve warrants in the amount of $1,064,525.72, and Mr.
Morris seconded the motion. The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting
Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
APPOINTMENTS
Mr. Morris made a motion to reappoint Dr. Lee Wheeler and Mr. Bob Shelor to the
Giles County Industrial Development Authority. Mr. Baker seconded the motion.
The motion was approved 5-0 as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Baker, Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris
BROADBAND EXPANSION
Mr. John Ross reported an extension had been received from DHCD on the broadband
expansion grant through June 30, 2021. He advised there had been progress made
along the Route 100 corridor, and issues going out of Pearisburg are currently being
worked on. Mr. Ross indicated an agreement is in the process for the site on Wolf
Creek. Members discussed the cost of labor and supplies for the work being done by
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the county. Mr. McCoy advised the county needs to make sure it is compensated from
the grant for the cost of materials and labor on that project.
ADJOURN
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be held on
Thursday, October 22, 2020, at 6:30 PM. The meeting will be held at the Giles County
Administration Office located at 315 North Main Street, Pearisburg.

APPROVED:
____________________________________
Chair
ATTEST:
___________________________
Clerk
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