
Giles County Electoral Board Meeting 

May 8, 2026 

Call to Order 

The Electoral Board meeting, held in the Conference Room of the Registrar’s Office was called 
to order at 10:25 by Chair, Aidan Williams. Also in attendance were members, Bekki Hughes and 
Betsy Steenken, and acting General Registrar, Amy Wheeler. 

No members of the public were present. Minutes of the April meeting were approved 
unanimously. 

Old Business 

• Ms. Wheeler developed and distributed a survey to all poll workers soliciting feedback 
from their experiences and suggestions during voting. Suggestions included increased 
signage to designate where to vote and where to enter and exit polling places, especially 
at Narrows High School.  

New Business 

• Kindergarten classes from Macy McClaugherty visited the Registrar’s Office on Friday 
April 15th, as part of their field trip. They took part in activities involving the voting 
process and a mock election choosing their favorite snack food. 

• Early voting for Primaries begins June 18th  
• Machine testing will take place at the Registrar’s Office on June 16th at 10:00. 
• The Board discussed the need for upgrades to the DS 300 Voting machines. The current 

machines were bought in 2016 and the average time for upgrades is around ten years. The 
cost of each machine is between eighty and ninety-five thousand dollars, which must be 
approved by the Giles County Board of Supervisors. Discussions are ongoing. 

• The Office of Tourism designed updated stickers to be distributed after voting.  
• The VRAB Conference will be on November 29th at the Hotel Roanoke, 
• On May 27th from 9:00-12:00 there will be a training for all new Electoral Board 

Members. 
• Ms Wheeler has developed a check sheet detailing step by step instructions for the 

responsibilities of poll workers and election officials before sealing envelopes, along with 
instructions for provisional and absentee ballots. This will be used during the next 
election in August. 

Closed Session 

• Bekki Hughes made the motion to enter Closed Session and the motion was seconded by 
Betsy Steenken. The decision was unanimous and all agreed that in accordance with VA 
Code 2.2-371 1(A), the closed meeting would be conducted conforming to Virginia law 



that only business matters convening the closed meeting were heard or considered by the 
Board. 

• At 11:19 Bekki Hughes made the motion to return to Open Session, seconded by Betsy 
Steenken. The decision was unanimous, and all members present agreed that in 
accordance with VA Code 2.2-3.712 (D) only business matters convening the closed 
meeting were discussed or considered by the Board. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Bekki Hughes and seconded by Betsy Steenken. After 
unanimous consent, the meeting was adjourned at 11:21. 

The next regular meeting of the Giles County Electoral Board will be held June 12, 2026. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Betsy Steenken, Secretary 


