Giles County Electoral Board Meeting

July 10, 2026

Call to Order

The meeting of the Electoral Board, held in the Conference Room of the Registrar’s Office was
called to order at 10:31 by Chair, Aidan Williams. Also in attendance were members, Bekki
Hughes and Betsy Steenken, and acting General Registrar Amy Wheeler.

No members of the public were present. Minutes of the June meeting were approved with

corrections.

Old Business

Ms. Wheeler has ordered 15,000 newly designed stickers to be distributed to voters at the
polls.

The Board was provided and discussed the ADA compliance checklist for accessibility at
Giles County polling places. Federal law requires all polling places to meet minimum
standards to accommodate individuals with special needs, to include accessible parking,
curbside voting, an accessible voting machine at each polling place, and personal
assistance as needed. The completed compliance document will be submitted to ELECT
as required.

The Electoral Board will meet to verify ADA compliance on August 14",

The Electoral Board has made a request to the Board of Supervisors for the purchase of
nine new voting machines since the current machines are within thel0 year window,
where updating or replacement is suggested. The Supervisors have agreed to make a
decision as soon as possible.

A Conference for Virginia Registrars will be held in Roanoke on November 30-December
1. Ms. Wheeler plans to attend as Giles County’s Acting Registrar.

New Business

Ms. Wheeler discussed CERA training for registrars and election administrators and the
possibility of online courses. CERA (Elections/Registration Administrator Administer) is
a professional certification program for electoral and voter registration officials and
includes continuing education on election law and administration.

Closed Session

Betsy Steenken made the motion to enter Closed Session at 10:05, and the motion was
seconded by Bekki Hughes. The decision was unanimous and all agreed that in



accordance with VA Code 2.2-371 1(A), the meeting would be conducted conforming to
Virginia law that only business matters convening the closed meeting were heard or
considered by the Board.

e Bekki Hughes made the motion to return to Open Session at 11:25, seconded by Betsy
Steenken. The decision was unanimous, and all members agreed that in accordance with
VA Code 2.2-3.712(D) only business matters convening the closed meeting were
discussed or considered by the board.

Motion to adjourn was made by Bekki Hughes and seconded by Betsy Steenken. After
unanimous consent, the meeting was adjourned at 11:27.

The next regular meeting of the Giles County Electoral Board will be held at the
Registrar’s Office on August 14, 2026.

Respectfully submitted

Betsy Steenken, Secretary



