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At the regular meeting of the Giles County Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday,
September 2, 2026, at 3:00 PM in the Giles County Maintenance Building located at 315 N.
Main Street, Pearisburg, VA, the following members were present unless noted absent.

Jeff Morris Chair (Central District)
John C. Lawson, Jr. Vice-Chair (Western District)
Perry Martin Eastern District
Paul “Chappy” Baker At-Large Supervisor - Absent
Richard McCoy At-Large Supervisor
Chris McKlarney County Administrator
Catherine Ballard Finance Director
Jon Butler Emergency Services Coordinator
Richard Chidester County Attorney
Gracie Howard Board Secretary

CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION

Mr. Morris called the meeting to order, and Mr. McKlarney offered the invocation and led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve August 20, 2026 minutes, as presented. Mr. Lawson
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr.
Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker

VDOT REPORT

Mr. Clark provided the VDOT report and stated that crews were continuing normal summertime
maintenance activities, including brush cutting, boom mowing, gravel road maintenance, and
sidewalk work. Brush cutting concerns had been received from school bus drivers, including one
on Bear Springs Road, and crews also completed boom mowing along Route 460 through the
bluffs. Road machining and gravel maintenance were completed or underway on Gravely Hill,
Sadler Mountain, Conley Hollow, and Wabash. VDOT also continued work in Pearisburg on
VDOT-maintained town roads. Clark reported that work on Prospect Dale, a Six-Year Plan
project, was expected to begin around September 14. He noted the road would be narrow in
areas during construction, but residents and County staff had been notified. After Prospect Dale,
VDOT plans to focus on Hiram Jones Road, which may allow another road to be added to the
plan next year. He also reported that the sinkhole on Norcross Road had been filled, topped,
and would continue to be monitored.

Mr. Lawson requested that VDOT again look into potholes on Route 61. He also reported that a
turn on Wolf Creek Road was beginning to sink and asked about replacement of the Jarrett
Lane Memorial Bridge sign.

Mr. Martin asked VDOT about brush cutting on back roads and potholes on Zells Mill Road.
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Mr. Morris relayed information from Mr. Baker, who was unable to attend the meeting. Mr. Baker
requested brush cutting on Cascade Drive and River Bend Road. Mr. Morris also requested that
VDOT look into potholes at the end of Wilburn Valley Road where it connects to Sugar Run
Road. He also noted a bridge bypass in Pearisburg where the concrete needs to be raised.

SCHOOL BOARD REPORT

Dr. Campbell provided the School Board report and thanked the Board of Supervisors, County
Administrator McKlarney, and County staff for their continued support of Giles County Public
Schools. He reported that the division had begun receiving accountability and achievement data
from the prior school year. Chronic absenteeism decreased from approximately 19% to 7.5%
divisionwide, with several schools reporting particularly low rates, including Narrows High
School at approximately 3%, Giles High School at approximately 7%, and Narrows Elementary
at approximately 5%. Dr. Campbell credited principals, assistant principals, teachers, school
resource officers, students, and families for the improvement and stated that all five schools met
the division’s goal of being under 12%.

Dr. Campbell also reviewed SOL results and reported that the division met its goal of ranking in
the top third of Virginia school divisions in certain areas. Sixth grade reading had a 79% pass
rate, ranking 28th in the state, and fourth grade math had a 78% pass rate, ranking 43rd
statewide. He also noted growth in fourth grade reading, third grade math, and sixth grade
math. Dr. Campbell provided an enrollment update, noting a slight overall decline in in-county
enrollment but increased kindergarten enroliment at Macy McClaugherty Elementary. He stated
that the school year had started well, construction projects were wrapping up, buildings were
clean, and air conditioning was functioning throughout the division.

Mr. McKlarney reported that bids had been received for the Macy Phase 2 project. Four bids
were received, with the low bid submitted by R.L. Price in the amount of $10,347,000. The add
alternate in the amount of $630,000 for two additional classrooms was also included as the low
bid. Mr. McKlarney stated that the bid was nearly $2 million below the budgeted estimate and
available Literary Loan funding. Mr. McKlarney requested authorization for the Board of
Supervisors to move forward with the project.

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve moving forward with the Macy Phase 2 project. Mr.
Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting
Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Al Phillips addressed the Board regarding taxes and the proposed one percent sales tax
referendum for school funding. He expressed concern about the cumulative impact of taxes on
residents, including local meals taxes, the proposed sales tax, and anticipated costs related to
the Glen Lyn power plant. He stated that over a 20-year period, the proposed tax could cost a
family of four approximately $5,600 and could reduce residents’ ability to spend, save, or invest.
Mr. Phillips asked the Board to consider setting aside one cent of every dollar in the County
budget for school funding rather than implementing the sales tax. He stated that while he
believed the referendum may pass, he asked the Board not to implement the tax if it does.
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Mr. Dainel Stevens addressed the Board regarding space usage at the Giles Life Saving and
Rescue Squad building shared with Carilion. He stated that rescue squad members felt their
space was being reduced and that Carilion was housing more vehicles in the building than
members understood had been agreed upon in 2021. He noted that Giles Rescue is projected
to run more than 800 calls this year and covers approximately 50% of countywide calls, but
crowded equipment and limited space are affecting response readiness. Mr. Stevens stated that
Giles Rescue operates multiple trucks, boats, and Polaris units, and provided statements from
members recalling that Carilion would house no more than four vehicles. He asked the Board to
consider what is fair to the volunteer rescue squad and to help resolve how the shared space
should be used.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. McKlarney presented an updated nondiscrimination policy required for the EPA grant
received for the tannery site cleanup. He stated that although the County already had a
nondiscrimination policy, the EPA required a more robust version that complied with federal
regulations.

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve the nondiscrimination policy. Mr. Lawson seconded the
motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

Mr. McKlarney requested that Jason Stinnett be appointed as the County’s Building Official. He
noted that John Mills had returned temporarily to serve in the role and that Mr. Ross and Mr.
Mills had assisted while Mr. Stinnett became familiar with the position.

Mr. McCoy motioned to appoint Jason Stinnett as Building Official. Mr. Lawson seconded
the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson,
Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

Mr. McKlarney presented a memorandum of understanding between the County, the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, and the Giles County Historical Society. He stated that the
County would act as a conduit for $295,000 in DHR funding secured through the efforts of
Delegate Ballard. The funds would be used for roof work, gutter work, and interior finishes. Mr.
McKlarney stated that the County would request a schedule of work and routine construction
updates.

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve the memorandum of understanding. Mr. Lawson
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr.
Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

Mr. McKlarney reported that Louise Jean Bentzel had requested Board support for placing a
Virginia Department of Historic Resources historical marker at the Clover Hollow Bridge in
Newport. The Board discussed the request and agreed that the location was appropriate and
would support tourism efforts.

September 2, 2026



30

Mr. Martin motioned to approve support for the historical marker at Clover Hollow Bridge.
Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows:
Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

Mr. McKlarney reported that the river cleanup had been held the previous Saturday and was
successful. Approximately 350 volunteers participated in Giles County, with approximately 700
volunteers participating New River Valley-wide. He thanked the Board, the Renew the New
Committee, County staff, Charlie Mullins, and the rescue squad for their support.

Mr. McKlarney also addressed the public comment regarding the Giles Rescue building. He
stated that he understood the rescue squad’s concerns and acknowledged that sharing space
between two organizations can create challenges. He noted that the County had invested
significant resources in the building, including taking over payments and funding parking lot
improvements. He stated that the County would continue working to address the issues.

PAYMENT OF WARRANTS

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve payment of FY 2026 warrants in the amount of
$2,645,584.62, and Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0
vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris. Absent:
Mr. Baker

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve transfers in the amount of $4,193,514.83. Mr. Lawson
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr.
Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

APPOINTMENTS

Mr. McCoy motioned to appoint Jon Butler to the Fairview Homes Operations Board. Mr.
Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting
Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. McCoy motioned to go into executive session as permitted by Virginia Code 2.2-3711
A (7) Legal, and (29) Contracts. Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was
approved by a 4-0 rolicall vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy
and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker

Mr. McCoy motioned to return to open session, and he certified that in the closed session
just concluded, nothing was discussed except the matter or matters (1) specifically
identified in the motion to convene in closed session and (2) Lawfully permitted to be
discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act cited in that
motion. Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 rollcall vote
as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr.
Baker
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ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. McCoy motioned to approve the certified public accountant contract with Robinson,
Farmer, Cox Associates. Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by
a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr. Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris.
Absent: Mr. Baker.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Board discussed moving the September recess meeting to September 24, 2026.

Mr. McCoy motioned to move the next Board meeting to September 24, 2026. Mr. Lawson
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote as follows: Voting Yes: Mr.
Lawson, Mr. Martin, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Morris. Absent: Mr. Baker.

ADJOURN

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next Board of Supervisors meeting
will be held on Thursday, September 24, 2026, at 6:30 PM. The meeting will be held at the Giles
County Maintenance Building located at 315 North Main Street, Pearisburg, VA.

APPROVED:
Chair

ATTEST:

Clerk
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RESOLUTION OF THE GILES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
APPOINTING AN INTERIM BUILDING OFFICIAL FOR GILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA

WHEREAS Section 105.1 of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code
requires the appointment by the local government of a Building Official to be the
executive official in charge of the local building department,

Now therefore be it resolved that the Giles County Board of Supervisors, meeting
on September 2, 2026, with a quorum present, hereby appoints Jason S. Stinnett as
Building Official for Giles County, Virginia pursuant to Section 105.1 of the Virginia
Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Adopted at a meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Giles County, Virginia, held
on September 2, 2026

voting voting

for against abstain absent
McCoy X
Morris X
Baker X
Martin X
Lawson X

N e

Christopher P. McKlarney, Clerk U
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